
Publications Mail Agreement: 40010827

Fall 2020    |    Volume 29  Number 3

29  29  
yearsyears

Published Quarterly by the BC Notaries Association

inside:  
Wills and Charitable Giving

Hon. David Eby, QC, British Columbia’s Attorney General 



Proud to Support the  
BC Notaries Association

As your trusted partner, Stewart Title remains steadfast in our support of BC Notaries. 

You can count on us to provide knowledgeable advice and title insurance solutions that help 
you close real estate transactions smoothly and with peace of mind.

We know that how we work with our clients is the basis for a solid partnership. That’s why service 
is the foundation of our business and integrity, the keystone in all our dealings.

(888) 667-5151  |  www.stewart.ca

© 2020 Stewart. All rights reserved.
See policies for full terms and conditions.



Today’s successful real estate professional is committed to lifelong learning. 
UBC’s Continuing Professional Development Courses meet your needs.  

•  Convenient online course format
•  Broad range of valuation and real estate business topics
•  Guaranteed Appraisal Institute of Canada’s Continuing Professional Development credits

Business Development Series: Eight courses designed to provide practitioners with the 
entrepreneurial and practical skills to establish and successfully operate a real estate business.

 Entrepreneurship and Small Business Development
 Business Strategy: Managing a Profitable Real Estate Business
 Succession Planning for Real Estate Professionals
 Organizing and Financing a Real Estate Business
 Accounting and Taxation Considerations for a Real Estate Business
 Marketing and Technology Considerations for a Real Estate Business
 Human Resources Management Considerations in Real Estate
 Law and Ethical Considerations in Real Estate Business

To find out more, visit:

realestate.ubc.ca/CPD
tel:  604.822.2227 / 1.877.775.7733    email: cpd@realestate.sauder.ubc.ca

Creative  
Adaptable  
Analytical 

Scrivener-2018.indd   1 2/22/2018   5:42:48 PM



The Scrivener: What’s in a Name? 5

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
George Tanco is 90! 42

PROFILE OF A BC NOTARY 
SHOWCASING THE WINNERS  
OF THE PRESTIGIOUS DR. BERNARD W. HOETER AWARD
Year 2018, BC Notary Roman Svirshchevs’kyy,  
Vancouver and Langley
Keys to a Happy and Healthy Life 46

Editor’s 47

BCNA Virtual Conference 2020 48

P U B L I S H E D  B Y  T H E  B C  N O T A R I E S  A S S O C I A T I O N

COVER:  

The Hon. David Eby, QC,  
British Columbia’s 
Attorney General  

Leave a Legacy to Give Babies a Fighting Chance at Life 22
Jason Howe

BC Notaries Speak Your Language 23

A PLACE TO BE YOURSELF
Matt’s Story 24
Isabela Zabava

Leaving a Bequest to Charity in your Will?   
Consider 4 Key Factors.  26
Leanne McConnachie

Your Legacy, Your Plan 28
Hilary Beard

Leveraging Charitable Donations 31
Peter Dolezal

Being Given the Opportunity to Help Others  32
Sara Neely

Electronic Wills in BC 34
Greg Blue

Strata Corporations and Estates 36
Elaine McCormack

Donations by Will 38
Andréa Agnoloni

Stewardship and Dedication  
Reaps Benefits for Others Going Forward 40
Dorothy Kelt

THEME: WILLS AND CHARITABLE GIVING

CEO, BC NOTARIES ASSOCIATION
BC Notaries—with You Every Step of the Way! 6
Chad Rintoul

PRESIDENT, BC NOTARIES ASSOCIATION
October 4 to 10 is Make a Will Week  
in British Columbia 7
Daniel Boisvert 

THE COVER STORY
Province Makes Will Preparation Even Easier 8
David Eby, Attorney General

KEYNOTE
Wills and Charitable Giving 9
Val Wilson

Services a BC Notary Can Provide 9

THEME
May It Be Your Will 10
Nigel Atkin

Time to Recalibrate the Moral Compass 12
Filip de Sagher

Getting Your Document Ducks in a Row  14
Ron Usher

The Nidus Registry: A Place for Your Will 15
Joanne Taylor

What will Your Will say? 16
Gordon Hepner

Time for a Will 16
Jacqueline Sweet

Business to Business 18

The Elizabeth Fry Society Services  
are Designated “Essential” 19
Sam Kolodziejska

Change the World  
and Still Support Your Loved Ones 20
Natasha van Bentum

4 BC Notaries Association Volume 29 Number 3 Fall 2020

click on an article  
or page number.

When Reading the PDF Online



TABLE OF CONTENTS

CANADA POST: PUBLICATIONS MAIL 
AGREEMENT No. 40010827

Postage Paid at Vancouver, BC

RETURN UNDELIVERABLE CANADIAN 
ADDRESSES TO CIRCULATION DEPT.

BC NOTARIES ASSOCIATION 
SUITE 201, 2453 BEACON AVENUE 
SIDNEY, BRITISH COLUMBIA 
V8L 1X7

WWW.BCNOTARYASSOCIATION.CA

Send photographs  
to scrivener@bcnotaryassociation.ca 

All rights reserved. Contents may not be 
reprinted or reproduced without written 
permission from the publisher. 

This journal is a forum for discussion, 
not a medium of official pronouncement. 
The BC Notaries Association does not, in any 
sense, endorse or accept responsibility 
for opinions expressed by contributors.

Published by  
the BC Notaries Association 

Editor-in-Chief Val Wilson

CEO  Chad Rintoul

Senior Advisor  G. W. Wayne Braid

Administrative  
Coordinator: Olivia Kuyvenhoven

Courier    Lightspeed Courier & Logistics

Photographer  Wildman Photography

THE MiX

The Board of Governors  58

Funds earned from BC Notaries’ Trust Accounts 58

The Scrivener: What’s in a Name?
“A professional penman, a copyist, a scribe . . . a Notary.” Thus the 
Oxford English Dictionary describes a scrivener, the craftsman charged 
with ensuring that the written affairs of others flow smoothly, seamlessly, 
and accurately. Where a scrivener must record the files accurately, 
it’s the Notary whose Seal is bond.

We chose The Scrivener as the name of our magazine to celebrate 
the Notary’s role in drafting, communicating, authenticating, and getting 
the facts straight. We strive to publish articles about points of law and 
the Notary profession for the education and enjoyment of our members, 
our allied professionals in business, and the public in British Columbia.

SENIORS
Abuse and Neglect of Older Adults  
What is Elder Abuse? 59
Sara Pon

SENIORS
During and After COVID-19 62
Lori McLeod

HISTORY OF BC
The Vancouver Horse Show Building 64
Ron Hyde

LEGAL COACHING
Improving Access to Justice through Unbundling of Legal Services  66
Michael Butterfield

WILLS AND ESTATES
Passing Over/Removing an Executor Trustee 68
Trevor Todd

MAID
Medical Assistance in Dying (MAiD): An Update  71
Dr. Robert M. Gordon

GETTING TO KNOW THE CEO
Mark Gifford, Chief Executive Officer  
Real Estate Foundation of BC 74
Mark Gifford

The Real Estate Foundation of BC 75

TECHNOLOGY
Stromer ST3: Electric Hybrid Bike 76
Akash Sablok

ORIGINAL RECIPE
Tofu and Broccoli Bowl with Peanut Sauce 78
Stephanie Butler

 The Scrivener
email:      scrivener@bcnotaryassociation.ca

website:  www.bcnotaryassociation.ca

5Volume 29 Number 3 Fall 2020 The Scrivener | www.bcnotaryassociation.ca 5

http://www.bcnotaryassociation.ca
mailto:scrivener%40society.notaries.bc.ca?subject=
mailto:scrivener%40society.notaries.bc.ca?subject=
mailto:scrivener%40society.notaries.bc.ca?subject=
mailto:scrivener%40society.notaries.bc.ca?subject=
http://www.notaries.bc.ca/scrivener


TABLE OF CONTENTS

CEO,
BC NOTARIES  
ASSOCIATION

BC Notaries—with You  
Every Step of the Way!

I hope our Scrivener readers 
are well and you have found 
time to enjoy our brief 

Summer! 

It likely will be a challenging 
Fall with the resumption of many 
organizational activities and schools 
re-opening. 

Notaries have learned from recent 
experience that we can manage our 
affairs and client interactions safely, 
so let’s not be discouraged if we have 
to take a step back and re-double 
our efforts to keep our families and 
employees healthy. 

Notaries contribute to the economic 
well-being of British Columbia every 
day so please remember to take care 
of yourselves throughout this marathon 
we are on together.

The British Columbia Notaries 
Association, like the BC Society of 
Notaries Public, has just completed 
our annual membership renewal. 
I am very much looking forward to 
working with the BCNA Board and 
our members in the year ahead as the 
Association endeavours to ensure that 
British Columbians have an expanded 
choice when it comes to accessing 
non-contentious legal services. 

When the BCNA reaches out 
to British Columbians and our 
stakeholders, we do so on behalf of the 
profession as a whole; our efforts are for 
all Notaries collectively in the province. 

In addition to raising the profile 
of the profession, advocacy is another 
responsibility of the Association. 

by the legal professional we had come 
to know and trust and I’m certain 
it was also frustrating to the Notary 
who had to send us away. 

According to a 2018 Ipsos survey 
of British Columbians, 56 per cent 
of respondents did not have a Will. 
We know that a Will is an important 
planning instrument that helps 
alleviate future conflict in families 
and strain on the Courts. 

What we need to do to improve 
the number of British Columbians who 
have a legal Will is ensure that Notaries 
can provide their clients with the 
products and services they want, such 
as a Testamentary Trust and the ability 
to process a Probate application.

The BCNA will continue to work 
with the Attorney General to encourage 
those enhancements to the Notaries 
Act of BC; the outcome will be to the 
benefit of all British Columbians. 

Advocacy will remain a Strategic 
Priority for the Association as we move 
forward with contemplating initiatives 
for our next planning period 2021 
to 2023. I encourage all members 
to participate in the process and 
provide input as we move forward this 
Fall and help identify our next priorities 
for the Association and the profession.

The commitment of Notaries 
to further enhance their education 
as a part of expanded service 
provisions will help shape the future 
of access to legal services for all 
British Columbians, ensuring that 
BC Notaries remain with you—
every step of the way!  s

According to a 2018 Ipsos 
survey of British Columbians, 

56 per cent of respondents 
did not have a Will. 

Our ongoing dialogue with The Ministry 
of the Attorney General has been 
positive and we are working hard 
to see the practice rights of Notaries 
expanded 

 •  to include the preparation 
of Testamentary Trusts; 

 •  to advise and process a Probate 
application; and 

 •  to incorporate a company.

British Columbians want a choice 
when it comes to the provision of legal 
services. 

Seventeen years ago when my wife 
and I returned to Canada following 
a decade overseas, we went to a 
BC Notary to handle our real estate 
conveyancing needs; that Notary, 
however, was restricted from fulfilling 
our wishes when it came to the 
provision of Wills that provided for a 
Trust for our children beyond the age 
of 19. Neither my wife nor I intended 
to hand the value of our estate over 
to our children at such a young age. 
We were told we would have to see 
a lawyer to document our Wills. 

I wonder how many people just 
walk away at that point and never 
bother to complete a Will? 

As the clients of a well-educated 
Notary in practice for many years, we 
expected that service to be provided 
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Daniel Boisvert

October 4 to 10 is Make a Will Week 
in British Columbia

As BC Notaries Public, 
one of the primary 
services we deliver is 

Will-writing—a part of personal 
planning and estate planning. 

In the Master’s degree education 
program, BC Notaries are properly 
educated on how to properly take 
instructions to prepare a person’s Will. 
The training encompasses everything 
from the type of information that 
needs to collected and assessed, 
assisting with the selection of suitable 
executors, and sorting out various gifts 
to beneficiaries. A well BC Notaries 
can draft certain testamentary trusts.

October 4 to 10 is Make A Will 
Week in British Columbia, making the 
topic of the Fall Scrivener very timely.

It is estimated that only one half 
of the adults in British Columbia who 
need a Will actually have one. Make a 
Will week is one way we bring attention 
to that need and hopefully motivate 
people to call their local Notary Public 
to schedule a Will meeting to finalize 
this very important document.

One of the Will preparation topics 
your Notary is likely to cover is whether 

What an amazing way to give back 
to society and to be remembered. 
Please consider charitable donations 
when constructing your Will.

One area of Will-writing that 
I find frustrating—as do many of my 
colleagues and numerous members 
of the public—is that Notaries are 
restricted to preparing only certain 
types of Testamentary Trusts. 

That may be changing, however. 
The BC Notaries Association is in 
active conversations with the BC 
Government to remove the restrictions. 
That would be great news for all 
members of the public who currently 
ask their Notary to prepare certain 
Testamentary Trusts, for say an adult 
child, but are disappointed when they 
learn that Notaries are not permitted 
to do so under the Notaries Act. 

Please stay tuned for more 
information! Hopefully soon, your 
trusted BC Notary will be able to 
prepare those much-needed trust 
provisions in your Will. The restrictions 
were created some 35 years ago. 
BC Notaries’ education and training 
has progressed through the Master 
of Arts in Applied Legal Studies 
degree (MA ALS), from Simon Fraser 
University and includes in-depth 
continuing education. 

It is now time for the laws 
to progress as well.  s

One of the Will 
preparation topics your 
Notary is likely to cover 

is if you would like to make 
any charitable bequests.

you would like to make any charitable 
bequests. There are many reasons 
to make a charitable donation, such as 

 •  using your wealth to benefit those 
less fortunate, 

 •  supporting a cause you deeply 
believe in, and 

 •  creating a call-to-action for the 
work of an organization that 
touches your heart. 

As well, when giving money 
through your Will to a registered 
charity, there are tax advantages 
available to your estate.

Over the years, I have written 
hundreds of charitable bequests 
into Wills. What I have found most 
surprising is how many different 
charitable organizations there are 
in Canada. If you want to make a 
difference in someone’s life, consider 
donating some money or a financial or 
tangible asset to support your goal—
there is likely a charity that shares your 
passion . . . you can leave a bequest 
in your Will to that worthy organization. 

©iStockphoto.com/MartinPrescott
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The public health 
restrictions related to 
the COVID-19 pandemic 

have caused many policy issues 
and priorities to shift as our 
government and professionals 
like Notaries try to adapt how 
we provide services to the 
public. 

Let me begin this column by 
thanking all Notaries for your work to 
provide services to British Columbians 
throughout the pandemic in a way that 
ensures that they, and you and your 
staff, stay as safe as possible.

Beyond increased plexiglass and 
floor decal deployment, this pandemic 
has accelerated reform directly 
relevant to Notaries that includes how 
people prepare their Wills. The time 
and potential complexity required 
to complete a Will have long been 
a barrier for people who have wanted 
to put their estates in order. 

by people who are in a different 
location from the testator. During 
a time of quarantining and physical 
distancing, that is a significant benefit 
and avoids costly and time-consuming 
Court applications that were required 
previously to avoid in-person 
witnessing requirements. It also 
helps people who have a disability, 
live in a remote community, or would 
otherwise have difficulty attending the 
office of a Notary or lawyer in person.  

Soon additional amendments will 
be brought into force by regulation 
that will enable the Courts to recognize 
Wills that are created on a computer 
and signed electronically and for which 
there is no printed copy. They will 
allow the Court to issue a grant based 
on an electronic Will without the need 
for an additional Court application. 
Third parties, such as credit unions, 
will also be able to recognize 
Electronic Wills in the same way as 
they now recognize hard copies.  

Those legislative reforms merely 
change the medium in which a Will 
is stored and the method used to 
sign and witness the signing of a Will. 

An obvious example that gained 
particular relevance during the 
pandemic was the requirement for 
Notaries or lawyers to visit clients in 
hospitals to satisfy legal requirements 
around Will witnessing.  

Let me begin this column 
by thanking all Notaries 

for your work…

After hearing the feedback 
of Notaries, lawyers, and the public 
who were frustrated by outdated 
rules around making Wills, I was very 
pleased to introduce legislation this 
Summer that has modernized the way 
Wills are signed and witnessed in our 
province. Amendments to the Wills, 
Estates and Succession Act formalize 
emergency orders made during the 
pandemic and make it easier for 
British Columbians to create a Will, 
not just during the pandemic, but well 
into the future, even after a vaccine 
becomes widely available.

The amendments allow technology 
to be used for the witnessing of Wills 

Province Makes Will Preparation Province Makes Will Preparation 
Even EasierEven Easier

THE COVER STORY

David Eby 
Attorney General

©iStockphoto.com/Nattakorn Maneerat
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KEYNOTE

We are very pleased to have 
the Hon. David Eby, 
BC’s Attorney General, 

grace the cover of this issue. 
His article showcases 

Make a Will Week in our province 
and encourages us to create our Will 
or update a previous Will. Please take 
the opportunity to act now. 

Your Will is  component 
of  primary personal planning 
documents that your Notary can draw 
for you and your family members.

 • Will
 • Representation Agreement
 • Advance Health Care Directive
 • Power of Attorney

It’s a WRAP!

BC Notaries are trained 
legal professionals who 
enjoy interacting with 
clients to make the 
WRAP process smooth 
and efficient. Many 
Notaries are serving 
generations of people 
who trust them as 
Our Family Notary! 

Retired Notary 
George Tanco is 
honoured in this 
issue. This amazing 
man has achieved 
his 90th birthday! 
Congratulations 
for George start 
on page 42.  s

Val Wilson 
Editor-in-Chief
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Wills and 
Charitable Giving

In most cases, Notaries and lawyers 
will continue to be involved in the 
Will-making process and bring with 
them the professional obligations 
and robust safeguards that assure 
British Columbians of the integrity 
of their Wills.  

Although it seems like our team at 
the Ministry of Attorney General wrote 
a new law around Wills and government 
passed it in just a few months, in fact 
Ministry staff had been working toward 
the new law well before the pandemic, 
as members of the Uniform Law 
Conference of Canada—the body that 
recommends ways to harmonize and 
reform laws across the country.  

I am sure many readers of 
The Scrivener remember the disturbing 
2018 Ipsos survey by the BC Notaries 
Association that revealed the majority 
of people under age 55 do not have 
a Will. That’s why, once again, the 
province is supporting outreach by the 
BC Notaries Association encouraging 
British Columbians to make a Will by 
proclaiming October 4 to 10, 2020, 
“Make a Will Week.”  

The new Fall timing of this 
commemorative week comes at the 
recommendation of practising Notaries 
who felt that October was a better time 
for their offices to see (as was then 
envisioned) increased “foot” traffic. 
I hope that our virtual “Make a Will 
Week” will help increase virtual foot 
traffic in your offices now that you can 
work more effectively remotely, thanks 
to the legislative changes.

As part of this event, we have 
created online resources, a media 
release, and a promotional poster 
to once again encourage people to 
make a Will or update an existing one. 
People always need to be reminded 
about the importance of putting their 
wishes for their estate into writing 
and taking care of what matters 
most in their lives—their children, 
partner, other family members, 
friends, charities, or other people 
or organizations they value.  

By working together, we can build 
awareness of how Wills can provide 
peace of mind about a family’s 
future.  s

Services a BC Notary 
Can Provide

Notarization/Documents
  Affidavits for All Documents required 

at a Public Registry within BC
 Certified True Copies of Documents
  Execution/Authentications 

of International Documents
 Notarizations/Attestations of Signatures
 Personal Property Security Agreements
 Statutory Declarations 

Personal Planning
 Estate Planning
 Health Care Declarations 
 Powers of Attorney 
 Representation Agreements
 Wills Preparation 
 Wills Searches 

Travel
 Authorization of Minor Child Travel
 Letters of Invitation for Foreign Travel
 Passport Application Documentation
 Proof of Identity for Travel Purposes

Business
 Business Purchase/Sale
  Commercial Leases 

and Assignment  of Leases
 Contracts and Agreements

Property Matters
 Easements and Rights of Way
 Insurance Loss Declarations
 Manufactured Home Transfers
 Mortgage Refinancing Documentation
 Purchaser’s Side of Foreclosures
 Refinancing
  Residential and Commercial 

Real Estate Transfers
  Restrictive Covenants  

and Builder’s Liens
  Subdivisions and 

Statutory Building 
Schemes

 Zoning Applications

Marine
  Marine Bills of Sale and Mortgages
 Marine Protests

Some BC Notaries provide these services.
 Marriage Licences 
 Mediation 
 Real Estate Disclosure Statements

Over 400 BC Notaries to Serve You! 

For the BC Notary office nearest you,  
please call 1-800-663-0343 

or visit www.bcnotaryassociation.ca.
George at 7

George today
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What is your Will?  

Is it 

 •  your economic tidying-up when 
finality looms; 

 •  an act of common sense; 

 •  a deed you concede when finite 
mortality is obviously apparent; or 

 •  a gracious foreboding prior to 
entering conflict where a scenario 
of death might not be optional, 
just possible, daresay probable?

What we consider a legal 
declaration of a person’s wishes 
regarding the disposal of his or her 
property or estate after death, a 
person’s Will more than connotes 
intentionality regarding charitable 
giving, the consequence of 
forethought, planning and generosity 
of spirit, and/or the gift to individuals 
or to institutions.

In what still seems very recent, 
my “boomer” colleagues collectively 
convinced themselves that 60 is the 
new 40 and now, a decade or so 
later, are more positively reflecting 

In guiding youth and many others, 
we see that individuals, circumstances, 
and wishful desires evolve, as does 
their own will over time.

By evolving, we all heal and 
continue our journey toward wholeness. 
That is why many indigenous cultures 
teach that it is important to “pay 
attention to what has heart and 
meaning”—the way of the “healer,” 
according to Dr. Angeles Arrien. 

In that way, our will transforms 
from child-like desires to greater 
purpose, from immediate pragmatic 
needs toward greater long-term 
empathic altruism.

The Sacred Tree
The faculty of choosing our own future 
actions, the exercise of “willing,” is 
known as volition—our will. 

The clearest explanation of 
volition is in the book The Sacred 
Tree: Reflections on Native American 
Spirituality (1984). It teaches that 
attention, goalsetting, the initiating 
of action, perseverance and 
completing the action supports this 
“primary force in developing all of our 
human potentialities.” 

on lives lived, contemplating their life 
experiences to date, and many are 
transferring that knowledge gained into 
shared and welcomed wisdom.

May It Be Your WillMay It Be Your Will

We need to start 
thinking about our “will” 
at a very early age, not in 

terms of bequeathing estate, 
but in terms of purpose . . . 

our drive in life.

Early Harnessing of Willpower
We need to start thinking about our 
“will” at a very early age, not in terms 
of bequeathing estate, but in terms of 
purpose . . . our drive in life.

Some children, when asked what 
they want to be when they grow up, 
often respond that they want to be 
a policeman or doctor or teacher 
or scientist and so on, mirroring an 
influence of someone they respect in 
their widening orbit. That is often the 
beginning of their developing willpower, 
their self-command of their own 
destiny and their first consciousness 
that they want to serve others first.

Nigel Atkin

©iStockphoto.com/nattrass
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The indigenous concept of 
the Medicine Wheel is explored 
in terms of the four aspects of our 
nature: the physical, the mental, 
the emotional, and the spiritual. 
“Each aspect must be equally 
developed in a healthy, well-
balanced individual . . . through the 
development and use of volition.”

When those four human aspects 
are maintained in continual balance, 
we can try to live like the people we 
admire, working to attain our own 
vision in life. The teachings are useful 
in life for all students, athletes, 
adventurers, scientists, entrepreneurs, 
and professionals in business 
and service.  

The act of a conscious lifelong 
pursuit of a vision and managing our 
volition leads automatically to planning 
a last Will and Testament when that 
time is right. 

What is your will becomes an 
important question that we ask of 
youth at the beginning of their journey. 

The question is logical and 
eventually leads to another question 
regarding our end-of-life legacy 
when circumstances of health, age, 
and the random zaps that individuals 
encounter in whatever form of life 
they experience—the manifestation 
of DNA flaws, awakening viral 
constraints caused by pandemics, 
a failure to renew a tetanus shot, 
indirect fire, an errant oncoming 
vehicle.

If It Be Your Will 
Life’s random zaps are, by their 
very nature, often beyond the 
control of the individual. They 
come from the unimaginable, the 
improbable, the often unfair and 
uncontrollable. 

In most religious beliefs, humility 
is taught to practitioners. 

When stating “I will see 
you soon,” we sometimes add 
“Insha’Allah” in Islam, “God willing” 
in Christianity . . . both mean that 
it is our intention to see the person 
again, but we recognize there are 
other forces afoot that could thwart 
our reunion in the future. 

Both sayings recognize that our 
“free will” is tempered by a larger 
force, possibly that of “fate” that could 
easily disrupt our temporal plans. 

When first listening to Antony 
sing Leonard Cohen’s 1984 
song, If It Be Your Will, in 2006, 
I recognized the possibilities of those 
“wills” either harmonizing or clashing 
and that individual wills are not 
always in sync. 

A person’s personal will is well 
past wishing for something. It is a 
conscious awareness of definitive 
action, an understanding of the need 
to align the forces of others’ wills 
to effect the desired change, often 
like a prayer.

Planning our legal Will is like 
that—intentionally furthering our 
purpose in, or beyond, our life. It is 
always good practice to make a Will. 

Perhaps the humility of writing 
our legal Will helps us understand 
the full range of life’s possibilities 
and its risks . . . such as carrying an 
umbrella because rain is forecasted, 
only to use it later that sunny day 
for shade.

Some times as we rewrite an old 
Will, we are reminded of a Buddhist 
Koan to contemplate, to reflect upon 
the idea that—Great is the Problem 
of Birth and Death—enjoying the 
moment, that luxury of life to do good, 
and to leave a useful legacy in our 
Last Will and Testament.  s

Nigel Atkin teaches the Evolution 
of Public Relations course online at 
UVic. He offers onsite communication 
workshops to leverage human capital 
and exploit the multiplier effect of 
becoming better communicators.

Life’s random zaps are, 
by their very nature, 

often beyond the 
control of the individual. 

They come from the 
unimaginable, the 

improbable, the often 
unfair and uncontrollable. 
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When the hot August 
sun is halfway to 
its descent toward 

the dark blue Pacific Ocean, 
a fading yellow-blueish haze 
seems to settle over the 
Georgia Straight. 

The deep green of the Douglas 
firs on its edges starts to mix with the 
shadowy outline of Vancouver Island in 
the distance and often a late afternoon 
sailing boat right in the middle, its 
white sails neatly trimmed, emphasizes 
that coalescence of colours. The sun 
slowly becomes a dark orange dot on 
the horizon.

No wonder I then often reflect 
on the paintings of Claude Monet 
(b.1850 – d.1926), the French painter 
who founded Impressionism with his 
painting “Impression, soleil levant” 
or “Impression, sunrise.” He painted 

Oscar Wilde (b. 1854 – d. 1900), 
the famous Irish poet and playwright, 
defined a cynic as a person knowing 
the price of everything but the value 
of nothing. The expression “a million-
dollar view” refers to the value, not 
the price, in the eye of the beholder. 
Value vs. price: I sometimes wonder 
if the distance between these two 
has not increased when it comes 
to charitable giving.

After all, why wait until death 
when one believes in a worthy cause? 
And why formulate a bequest in 
monetary terms? 

Charity originally comes from 
the Latin carus, dear, (think, 
e.g., “carefully”) and quickly 
took on religious overtones as 
in “Christian love for one another.” 
The word philanthropy is often used 
interchangeably, literally referring 
to man’s love for one another (philos, 
love, and antrophos, man, both Greek 
terms, with man of course referring 
to both genders).

no real landscapes, but what he 
thought he saw when looking at them: 
The changing of light, the passing 
of seasons. 

Time to  Time to  
Recalibrate the Moral CompassRecalibrate the Moral Compass

After all, why wait until 
death when one believes 
in a worthy cause? And 

why formulate a bequest 
in monetary terms? 

My view of the Straight at these 
times feels like a so-called million-
dollar view while I am attending to my 
dry-rubbed spatchcock chicken on the 
barbeque, chilled BC brew in hand.

Many such famous paintings were 
and are “charitably given” to musea 
all over the world, more often than 
not gifted/loaned/rented/entrusted/
leased via complex corporate-fiscal 
structures. It is tax-driven monetary 
charitable giving, frequently, however, 
unrelated to a painting’s artistic value.

Filip de Sagher

©iStockphoto.com/Teraphim
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The concept expresses a desire 
to help realize an ideal, to support 
a person or persons in need or to 
contribute to a principle one values. 
Somehow, however, over time, 
a tunnel vision seems to have set in 
and mankind appears to have arrived 
at narrowly defining charitable giving 
as donating money. Rather than 
volunteering or contributing in kind or 
even just providing a human touch to 
the person in need, such as listening.

Additionally, donations apparently 
have to wait until death. Are we too 
busy to love one another while alive? 
Or, to express it in Biblical terms, 
can the salvation of our souls be 
postponed until we are about to check 
out? Has a Will become a purchase 
agreement to buy love on the 
completion date? To paraphrase 
a well-known expression—love 
delayed is love denied. Is time not 
of the essence?

The chicken has 15 minutes 
to go so it is time to brush it 
thoroughly with the molasses-based 
smoky sauce I prepared the day 
before. The use of chipotle, a smoked 
hot chilli pepper from Mexico, is for 
me key to its intense flavour. I open 
another bottle of hoppy BC beer and 
contemplate the painting in front 
of me. The sailing boat is long gone 
but the sun is neatly hovering on the 
horizon, about to disappear.

The pandemic has been messing 
around with our minds for quite a while 
now and its long-term consequences 
on our mental health are not yet 
clear. But one thing I know for sure: 
Charitable giving in its original and 
old-fashioned sense, love and kindness 
and understanding, will be needed 
more than ever. 

The Black Eyed Peas expressed 
it well in their 2003 hit Where is the 
Love, composed around the time 
of the 9/11 terror attacks. It has 
lost nothing of its message; on the 
contrary, it was prophetic. 

So next time charitable giving 
is on your mind . . . give.  s

Filip de Sagher is a BC Notary 
practising at Deprez & Associates 
in Vancouver.

Uniquely West Coast™

George E.H. Cadman, Q.C.*
604 647 4123 | gehcqc@boughtonlaw.com

With over 30 years’ experience, George 
makes the complex simple to resolve 

your real estate or corporate disputes.

*Member of the Notaries Public Board of Examiners

We didn’t 
expect a 

pandemic.

Neither did 
the animals. 

Thank you to those Forever Guardians 
whose love and forethought ensured  
that they were protected during an emergency. 

foreverguardian.ca

Forever Guardians care for Future Generations 
of Animals by leaving a gift in their Will.  
Contact us to learn more. 

ESTATES@SPCA.BC.CA
OR CALL YOLANDA BENOIT 
AT 1.855.622.7722 

By helping your clients 
include a gift in their Will, 
you are improving the 
future of health care.

Please contact Yolanda Bouwman for 
more information.  
surreyhospitalfoundation.com/legacy
604-588-3371

XXX-XXXX-XXXX
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There is no shame in the 
very natural avoidance 
of planning for the 

inevitable times when each one 
of us will first need assistance, 
then a substitute with legal 
authority, and ultimately 
someone to finally wind up our 
worldly affairs.

In Canada, laws that govern estate 
and personal planning are unique 
to each province. Avoid advice from 
that slick Arizona website that has 
discovered a really, really excellent way 
to avoid creditors and taxes…!

What else are you buying when 
you use the services of a BC Notary 
or lawyer to prepare your estate 
documents? 

 •  You expect professional advice 
and service when you take the 
steps to prepare a Will and related 
documents. 

 •  You are also “buying” the 
credibility of the documents when 
they eventually need to be used, 
and you cannot speak for yourself. 

When?
A proverb found in several cultures 
comes to mind. “When is the best time 
to plant an Oak tree? Thirty years ago. 
When is the second-best time? Today.”

I can assure you from my own 
experience, and what I hear from our 
Notaries Public, that clients report 
finding significant peace of mind 
when they are supported through the 
process of preparing for what is “going 

the information you have collected 
will be reviewed, and the necessary 
choices will be made. Clients are 
sometimes very reluctant to share and 
review the details of their assets and 
family structure. It is essential for that 
information to be discussed for two 
reasons. 

 •  If you do not know the “nature 
and extent” of your assets, you 
may not have the legal capacity 
to make a Will. That you do have 
capacity needs to be documented, 
as Court challenges to Wills 
based on an allegation of lack 
of capacity are becoming very 
common. 

 •  Details of assets are needed to 
ensure they will pass appropriately 
to your heirs.

For a Will you will need to make 
a number of important choices—most 
important, the selection of executors 
and the designation of beneficiaries. 
The same people will likely be named 
as you turn your mind to creating 
other important documents such 
as a Representation Agreement and 
a Power of Attorney. The Notary will 
guide you through the options and 
choices you need to make. 

In BC, a “Wills Notice” can be 
filed with the Vital Statistics office. 
The form gives the details of when 
a Will was made and where it will be 
located. A search of the registry is 
mandatory at the time of application 
for Probate. The small fee charged 
may save your estate a very large 
amount of time and money.  s

Ron Usher is General Counsel 
and a Practice Advisor for The Society 
of Notaries Public of BC.

to happen.” The passage of time and 
unexpected events will necessitate a 
return to estate planning several times 
in most lives. For example, when 
children become adults, and marital 
situations change, a review is always 
appropriate.  

How?
You will usually be asked to complete 
a questionnaire that serves to gather 
the factual details of your life situation 
and assets. That is an excellent time 
to collect and confirm important 
documents and information, including 
the details of your financial accounts 
and important assets such as real 
estate and other valuable property. 
It is a good time to verify the beneficiary 
designations on insurance policies 
as well as RIF and RRSP accounts. 
It is very common that this process 
turns up errors that need correction 
and changes that need to be made. 

You almost certainly will have 
questions for your Notary, who can 
guide you through the process. 
The Notary will do necessary land 
title searches to confirm, among other 
things, the names used. Frequently 
this turns up information that needs 
to be referenced in the estate planning 
documents or corrected. Surprisingly, 
Notaries often find mortgages on 
properties that clients thought had 
been paid out or that they never even 
knew about. 

In an in-person interview—or 
perhaps, “in these times” via Zoom—

Getting Your Document  
Ducks in a Row 

In Canada, laws that govern 
estate and personal planning 
are unique to each province.

THEME

Ron Usher

From the Cambridge Dictionary  
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/ Get/have your ducks in a row: to be 
well prepared or well organized for something that is going to happen.
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The Nidus Registry helps people keep track 
of important information and documents 
that might be needed during a health crisis 

or other emergency.

Family members, even from other provinces and 
countries, spend significant time and energy trying to locate 
necessary documentation when a loved one is incapacitated 
or dies. The Nidus Registry in British Columbia is a logical 
place to start. Families often report they don’t know what 
plans were made or what legal professional might be 
involved. The Registry tries to “connect the right information 
to the right people at the right time.”

The Nidus Resource Centre, a non-profit charitable 
organization, launched the online Nidus Registry in 2002. 
It was first developed to fill a gap by providing a place to 
register personal planning documents under BC legislation, 
namely Representation Agreements, Enduring Powers of 
Attorney, and other types of Powers of Attorney. 

One of the unique features of the Nidus Registry today 
is it can store a copy of any type of document scanned in 
PDF format. It can also store a video or audio recording such 
as the statement of a person’s values and beliefs. 

The Nidus Registry allows registrants to “share” 
registrations with trusted individuals and permits access to 
Nidus-authorized third parties (financial institutions, health 
care settings, government agencies, and the Public Guardian 
and Trustee).

Legal professionals (Notary Public firms and law firms) 
can be authorized as Registration Agents for the Nidus 
Registry without cost. With the client’s consent, Registration 
Agents can make registrations on behalf of clients and view 
any previous registered documents. That assists the legal 
practitioner when giving legal advice about revocations or 
gaps in the client’s plans. 

The online Nidus Registry is gaining value as a 
repository for important information and documents in 
case of a wildfire or flood. The Insurance Bureau of Canada 
is reminding the public to think of registering documents 
as well as getting personal items ready for emergency 
preparedness and possible evacuation.  s

The Nidus Registry: 
A Place for Your Will

THEME

Joanne Taylor

Joanne Taylor is Executive Director of the Nidus Resource 
Centre and Registrar of the Personal Planning Registry.

A fictional Registry Account/Welcome page 
 for an Account Holder/Client

Before, laminating, 
client can list name 
and phone number 

of representative and 
attorney on back 
of wallet card.
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As legal professionals, BC Notaries are 
geared to getting work done carefully 
and expeditiously. 

When taking Wills instructions, we are directly involved 
in recording our clients’ end-of-life wishes and their legacy 
for the people they love and trust, the charities they are 
passionate about, the possessions they value, and how they 
might want to be celebrated or remembered.  

Those glimpses into the lives of our clients are a 
privilege we deeply respect and we appreciate the distinct 
differences in their preferences.

What will  What will  
Your Will say?Your Will say?

This Will request of a recent client was 
a definite first: “Please send a portion 
of my remains into deep outer space.”  

Gordon Hepner

©iStockphoto.com/RomoloTavani

I live and work in a small, 
close-knit community 
where I know many of my 

clients personally.

Mr. D   
My friend Mr. D was diagnosed with blood cancer about 
a month after he retired from work. He and Mrs. D had 
Wills in place that provided for each other. Mr. D passed 
after about 3 years of battling the cancer. After the funeral 
service, Mrs. D came to visit me to redo her Will.

Mr. and Mrs. D had a blended family that included 
her children and his children and his step-children from 
a previous marriage.

I attended the Celebration of Life ceremony for Mr. D 
along with many friends and family members. Mrs. D and 
I chatted at the ceremony; she told me that the step-
children hadn’t called or bothered to attend the ceremony 
for their step-father. She was very disappointed.

Mrs. D came to see me at the office a couple of weeks 
later and changed her Will to include only her biological 
children and Mr. D’s biological child. She was very relieved 
to have completed that task.

Mr. B   
Mr. B was diagnosed with stage 4 cancer and was expected 
to live only a short while after the diagnosis. He came to 
my office on a Wednesday, gave me instruction for his 
Will, and requested the transfer of his mobile home to his 
granddaughter.

Mr. B returned on Friday to execute his Will and sign 
the transfer of the home to his granddaughter. He signed 
the Will, put down the pen, and said, “I’m so glad I had 
the time to get this done.” Mr. B passed within the month.

One of my Favourite Couples, Mr. and Mrs. M  
Mrs. M had MS and was confined to a wheelchair. The couple 
had been together for 30+ years as common law partners. 

At the ages of 79 and 77, respectively, they decided it 
was darn well time they got married. It was very important 
to them that all their documents and assets reflect the 
“new” last name of Mrs. M. 

We prepared new Wills and Powers of Attorney and 
transferred the home into both their names. They were such 
a lovely couple and so happy to have finally tied the knot 
and had all their documents prepared as a married couple. 
Mrs. M passed in the Fall of 2019.  s

Jacqueline Sweet is a BC Notary in Kitimat.

Jacqueline Sweet

This Will request of a recent client was a definite first: 
“Please send a portion of my remains into deep outer space.”  

Putting on my best customer-service face, I wondered 
aloud, “Is that even possible?” and I silently thought 
capacity? My client assured me it is possible and outlined 
the procedure. For those who may have clients wishing 
to leave this planet after death in a space craft, please see 
https://www.celestis.com. 

An experience that resonates in a less celestial way 
is the anecdote of a client choosing to have his ashes 
placed in a biodegradable pod that would grow up into a 
tree—a more earthy eco-friendly burial. Apparently the tree 
choices are Maple, Pine, or . . .  fittingly, Ash.  s

Gordon Hepner is a BC Notary in White Rock.

Time  
for a Will

THEME
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BUSINESS TO BUSINESS

Vancouver
Good clientele
37 years in the same location
Reception area, offices, kitchen, washroom facilities
Space to add another professional office.

 Please reply to bcna@bcnotaryassociation.ca.

 BC Notary Practice/Seal For Sale  Reason: Retirement

Gordon G. Hepner  
MA(ALS), Notary Public

gordon@CammackHepner.ca

“Knowledgeable and Capable”
604-538-3388 

CammackHepner.ca
#106 – 1656 Martin Drive  

Surrey, BC   V4A 6E7

By supporting EFry through a donation
or planned gift, you can empower
marginalized women and children to
reach their full potential and build
positive lives in the community.

604-520-1166 | info@elizabethfry.com           
www.elizabethfry.com

BREAK THE CYCLE OF
HOMELESSNESS, ADDICTION
AND INCARCERATION

Alex Ning
Notary Public, Mediator, 
Immigration & Refugee Counsel

Alexander Ning Notary Corporation
Suite 230, 8911 Beckwith Road
Richmond, BC Canada  V6X 1V4

 Email:   alex@annc.ca
 Fax:   604 270-4751
 Direct:   604 270-8155
 Telephone:   604 270-8384

Margot R. Rutherford*
Notary Public
A Member of The Society  
of Notaries Public of British Columbia
*Denotes Professional Notarial Corporation

981 Fitzgerald Avenue Tel: 250 338-6251
Courtenay, BC  V9N 2R6 Fax: 250 338-5337
 email: rutherfordmargot@shaw.ca
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Each of us has 
experienced the isolation 
and loneliness that 

the Coronavirus lockdown 
has brought. 

For many of us it has been the 
most traumatic experience of our lives. 
Women and children experiencing 
violence were at their most vulnerable. 
The women faced hard choices about 
how to flee danger at a time when 
almost nothing was open and there 
was little to turn to for help. 

The Elizabeth Fry Society knew 
it could not close its doors. By the end 
of March, we expanded our shelters 
into rented hotel rooms and we 
mobilized cooking and delivered food. 
In the course of 2 weeks, we tripled 
the number of women and children 
we were serving in a new program 
called Hotels-to-Homes. 

We are proud of our 80-year 
legacy of meeting the needs of our 
most vulnerable, even when physical 
distancing makes it tougher . . . it can 
be hard to comfort a child without 
being able to give a soothing hug or 
help a woman find housing, but we 
have found new ways to continue 
to support the elderly, the immuno-
compromised, and homeless women 
and their families.

Because we are a more mature 
agency with long-term experience in 
the community, we have the resilience 
and fortitude to seek new methods 
of responding to the crisis through the 
Government of Canada emergency 
response funds and donations to 
help keep women and children safe, 
and bridge more of them into homes 
of their own, free from violence and 
addictions and out of homelessness. 

Wherever the pandemic leads us, 
we will carry on by being kind, calm, 
and safe, while we help others to do 
the same.

At EFry, we believe everyone 
can become a contributing 
member of society. By supporting 
a donation or making a planned gift 
through your Will, you are making 
a commitment to improving the 
lives of women and girls affected 
by poverty. Your support can help 
turn hope into a better tomorrow.  s

Sam Kolodziejska is a community 
educator with the Elizabeth Fry Society.

Today, even as the daily numbers 
for those affected by COVID are 
increasing, people’s mobility is still 
limited and calls for help are rising, 
EFry continues its dedication. The last 
6 months have seen us change the 
way we work, almost overnight. While 
many help-organizations closed 
or shifted to remote service due 
to the pandemic, the demand for 
EFry’s emergency support grew to 
unprecedented levels. 

The Elizabeth Fry Society Services The Elizabeth Fry Society Services 
are Designated “Essential”are Designated “Essential”

The last 6 months have seen 
us change the way we work, 

almost overnight. 

Each of our doors remained open 
and we opened more. Our services 
provided welfare administration, 
detox and addiction treatment, 
homeless shelters, and domestic 
violence counselling. All our services 
were designated essential services 
by the Province. 

Sam Kolodziejska

Despite COVID, infants and moms continue 
to enter EFry’s Cradle program for those 

affected by substance use.
Food was delivered daily  

for those sheltered in hotels.

THEME
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Back in 1993, Diana 
Newman and her 
colleagues sat around 

a table wondering why so few 
people left charitable gifts in 
their estate plans. “I imagine 
they never even thought about 
doing it,” Newman said.

They had no idea their casual 
conversation would plant a seed that 
has borne fruit around the world. That 
simple conversation led to thinking 
about a community-wide effort to 
encourage everyone to consider 
charitable organizations in their estate 
plans. “We quickly recruited a core 
team of community leaders—non-
profit staff, corporate sponsors, 
and allied professionals—to design 
and implement a public awareness 
campaign we named Leave a Legacy.”

Recent research conducted for 
the CAGP Foundation by Environics 
Canada showed while up to 86 per cent 
of Canadians are aware they can leave 
a charitable gift in a Will, more than 
60 per cent immediately reject doing 
so because they believe it will take 
away from their support of loved ones.

Leave a Legacy evolves into a 
new, national campaign: WILL POWER, 
under the umbrella of the Canadian 
Association of Gift Planners.

“Five per cent of Canadians 
leave a gift to charity in their Wills,” 
says Ruth MacKenzie, CEO of CAGP 
and Executive Director of the CAGP 
Foundation. “With the upcoming rollout 
of the Will Power campaign, we intend 
to increase that number by making 
it clear to Canadians that leaving a 
charitable gift in your Will is not an 
either-or proposition. You can make a 
big difference to the causes you care 
about, while still taking care of the 
people that you love the most.” 

The prospect of an unprecedented 
transfer of wealth over the next 
decades and the fact so few individuals 
left a charitable bequest in their Wills 
were the compelling reasons to start 
a legacy-awareness campaign run by 
volunteers.

The Canadian Association of 
Gift Planners (CAGP), the leading 
professional association for gift 
planners and advisors, works “to 
create a better world through strategic 
charitable giving.” 

Change the World and Still Change the World and Still 
Support Your Loved OnesSupport Your Loved Ones

…while up to 86 per cent 
of Canadians are aware they 
can leave a charitable gift in 
a Will, more than 60 per cent 
immediately reject doing so 
because they believe it will 

take away from their support 
of loved ones.

Natasha van Bentum

©iStockphoto.com/Tom Merton

THEME
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We want people 
to realize that a Will 

can be more than just 
a legal means to distribute 

your personal assets; 
it can also be a powerful 

tool for social change.

Two obstacles that may keep 
people from taking action in their 
Wills:

	 •	 	deciding which charity to name 
in their Will;

	 •	 talking to their family about it.

A qualified professional advisor 
can assist you to overcome obstacles 
in your thinking and guide you to open 
a positive conversation with your family 
members about your Will. 

Laurie Fox, Director of Will Power, 
says, “A great number of Canadians 
already give to charity; Will Power is 
a new way to help in a significant way. 
We want people to realize that a Will 
can be more than just a legal means 
to distribute your personal assets; 
it can also be a powerful tool for 
social change.” 

Inviting Tax Benefits 
You want to leave a charitable gift 
in your Will to advance the causes 
you care about and taxes may be 
the last thing on your mind. You may 
be surprised to learn that Canada 
has some of the most generous tax 
incentives for charitable giving in 
the world. Once you make the decision 
to leave a gift in your Will, speak 
to a professional about how you can 
best take advantage of those tax 
incentives.  s

Natasha van Bentum, CFRE (Ret.), 
was a volunteer on the organizing 
committee for the first legacy 
campaign in Canada (Leave a Legacy 
BC). With 30 years’ experience in 
the field, she has written widely 
about the existing and emerging 
legacy campaigns around the world. 
Natasha mentors a new generation 
of fund development practitioners and 
publishes the Green Legacies Guide. 

WESA has 
made 

sweeping 
changes. 

Trevor Todd is an old hat (and trusted 
expert) at estate litigation who believes 
the new law is a game-changer - for 
his business and for your inheritance. 

Call Trevor to get a jumpstart on 
the changes. He knows them inside 
and out. Plus he loves to listen and 
to talk- a lot.

Your donation dollars rescue 
donkeys who are in moderate to 

severe mental or physical distress 
and give them a safe, healthy, 

and loving permanent home 
in a nature-respectful setting 

in beautiful Turtle Valley,  
British Columbia.

 
OUR INFORMATION:

www.turtlevalleydonkeyrefuge.com 
(250) 679-2778  •  donkeyrefuge@gmail.com 

www.facebook.com/TurtleValleyDonkeyRefugeSociety

Mandy
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Leave a Legacy Leave a Legacy 
to Give Babies  to Give Babies  

a Fighting Chance at Lifea Fighting Chance at Life

Jason Howe

6-months-old twins Kieran and Corbin at home, May 2020

THEME
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Watching your child 
grow up is among 
the great pleasures 

of parenthood. 
For Vivian, pregnant with twins in 

2019, the “giggling phase” is among 
the moments she was most looking 
forward to experiencing. 

But one of the first and most 
natural milestones for her newborns 
became an immediate and urgent 
concern when Vivian gave birth 
prematurely at BC Women’s Hospital 
last November, at only 28 weeks-and-
1-day into her pregnancy. 

The tiny boys, Kieran and Corbin, 
needed to breathe.

“Both twins were ventilated right 
after birth,” Vivian says. “Kieran and 
Corbin were able to move to CPAP 
(Continuous Positive Airway Pressure) 
later in the day. Corbin struggled, 
however, and was re-intubated.”

With the support of TB Vets, the 
hospital’s neonatal intensive care 
unit (NICU) has access to a suite of 
specialized ventilators to help premature 
newborns breathe until they become 
strong enough to do so on their own.  

Some babies may need respiratory 
assistance only for a short time. For 
others, the help may last weeks. 
Corbin spent more than a month on 
a ventilator. Because of a number 
of challenges, he was placed on a 
jet ventilator, a machine specially 
designed to lessen the risk of trauma 
to a baby’s lungs. 

Corbin remained on a ventilator 
while the family awaited his surgery 
that would treat complications from 
a bleed in the brain. Fortunately, 
just after Christmas and following 
his operation, he was taken off the 
ventilator and moved to a gentler form 
of breathing assistance while he built 
enough strength to breathe on his own.  

Ninety-two days after arriving in 
the NICU and 5 days after his brother 
left the hospital, Corbin was also 
finally able to go home.

These days, Vivian is able to enjoy 
the moments she had imagined during 
her pregnancy. “It’s a great stress relief 
to just make them giggle and relax,” she 
says. She is grateful to supporters who 
make it possible for hospitals to access 
the latest in lifesaving technology.

“Thank you deeply for your 
generosity,” she says. “Our family 
wouldn’t be complete without 
supporters like TB Vets. Your 
contributions have made differences 
not just in my family, but in the many 
families I’ve met throughout our time 
in the NICU whose babies have been 
given a fighting chance at life.”  s

Jason Howe writes and oversees 
communications in the charitable sector 
and is a former broadcast journalist.

Ninety-two days after 
arriving in the NICU and 

5 days after his brother left 
the hospital, Corbin was also 

finally able to go home.

Kieran and Corbin in NICU with their parents, November 2019

share our
Commitment
The Animal Welfare Foundation
of Canada aims to improve the 
lives of animals by allocating 
donor funds to worthy animal 
welfare charities conducting
innovative educational, research
and public outreach initiatives.

You can share in this commitment 
through a donation or bequest to 
AWFC. To learn more, please visit 
www.awfc.ca.

THE 
FONDATION DU BIEN-ÊTRE ANIMAL DU CANADA

AWFC 

Charitable registration number 
 11878-7290-RR0001

ANIMAL WELFARE FOUNDATION OF CANADA 

#643, 1231 Pacific Boulevard, Vancouver, BC  V6Z OE2 

 www.awfc.ca 

23Volume 29 Number 3 Fall 2020 The Scrivener | www.bcnotaryassociation.ca



TABLE OF CONTENTS

For many people living 
with mental illness, 
the way they first 

connect with mental health 
services is walking in the door 
of Coast Mental Health’s  
drop-in Clubhouse. 

“I found out about Coast’s 
Clubhouse through my case worker,” 
remembers Matt. “Right away, 
I loved it.”

Located in Vancouver’s Mount 
Pleasant neighbourhood, the 
Clubhouse offers hot meals, laundry 
facilities, social opportunities, and 
crucially—a chance to talk to an 
outreach worker. That’s the first step 
in connecting vulnerable residents 
of downtown Vancouver to Coast 
Mental Health’s housing, support 
services, education, and employment 
programming. Matt’s positive attitude 

for my next shift. But it was good, too, 
because I got to know everybody in the 
Clubhouse.” 

Coast’s employment programming 
helps young people like Matt build 
work experience at the Clubhouse, 
and apply to work in the community 
through the supportive Transitional 
Employment Program. Step by step, 
the programs reduce barriers to 
employment while helping clients build 
new skills and eventually offering them 
the dignity of a job. 

and openness to trying new things 
led him to take all kinds of classes 
at the Clubhouse, and to discover new 
strengths.

A PLACE TO BE YOURSELF: A PLACE TO BE YOURSELF: 

Matt’s StoryMatt’s Story

Matt’s positive attitude 
and openness to trying 

new things led him to take 
all kinds of classes at the 

Clubhouse, and to discover 
new strengths.

He started working at the 
Clubhouse, too. “I started in janitorial 
work,” he explains. “I worked 2 to 3 
days a week cleaning the Clubhouse 
and the office side as well. I really 
enjoyed it. Then they asked me if 
I wanted to do street cleaning so I did 
both at the same time—janitorial work 
and street cleaning! That was harder 
because I went to the Clubhouse 
during the day and waited 3 or 4 hours 

Isabela Zabava
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The Coast Clubhouse creates a sense 
of community through group sessions 

including music and singalongs.

Matt enjoys some time outside with other members of the Coast Mental Health Clubhouse Photos: Amy Romer

THEME
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Today, Matt helps make his 
neighbourhood a better place to be, 
as part of Coast On-Site Solutions, a 
street-cleaning team trusted by over 
20 local individuals and businesses. 
He’s able to do this work confidently 
now, without fearing he’ll lose his job. 
“I came into this street cleaning after 
not working for 2 years. I couldn’t fully 
explain to the last people I worked 
with that I had a mental illness or 
that something was wrong; they didn’t 
accept it. And it was really scary. One 
beneficial thing that I learned is that 
here, you can always talk to your staff 
member or talk to your boss about 
what’s going on, which really makes 
it a huge weight off my shoulders. 
It makes everything easier.”

And all that time at the Clubhouse 
in between work shifts gave Matt a 
chance to try new programs. “I did 
Zumba, TED talks, and info sessions 
where we talk about the news. I even 
took a career literacy course there; 
it was a good achievement to take 
and put on my résumé.” 

So when Coast Mental Health 
started a new education program 
called Healthy Living, aimed at 
reducing the risk of diabetes, Matt 
gave it a try, too. The class ended up 
motivating him to quit smoking.

“At first I sat in there and because 
I was smoking, I didn’t really agree 
with everything; I was kind of fighting 
it. But after 2 or 3 sessions, this 
stuff really set in. It got me thinking 
. . .  Jeez, I should really quit smoking 
because I just learned all this new 
stuff about good health. And the group 
always got me into a positive mood. 
You know that it’s all about health, so 
it puts you in the right thinking for the 
day or even the week! It’s definitely 
beneficial to your health.”

Today, Matt is feeling confident 
in his ability to build a bright future 
for himself with the support of the 
Clubhouse community. “It’s safe, it’s 
positive, there’s no judgment, which 
is really big for me—I feel like I can 
go there and I can be myself. You can 
be yourself; you know you’re in a safe 
place and you know they have the best 
intentions for you. I’m learning a whole 
bunch of new skills, and there’s a way 
to grow from it and maybe move on 
to other employment.”

Coast Mental Health is BC’s 
largest community-based mental 
health services provider, with over 50 
facilities across the Lower Mainland. 
Every day since 1972, with compassion 
and courage, the organization has 
helped people like Matt recover from 
mental illness. We know that people 
living with mental health challenges 
can thrive in our communities if they 
are given the right resources: housing, 
support services, employment, and 
education opportunities.

Together with the people we serve, 
we work side-by-side to set goals 
and decide on the right services and 
programs to help each person on their 
own unique path. Our approach is 
people-focused and community-based.

This work is only possible thanks 
to the incredible generosity of donors. 
As demand for services continues 
to grow, we encourage supporters to 
consider taking the step of including 
Coast Mental Health foundation in 
their Will. That will help ensure that no 
matter what the landscape of mental 
health is like in 20 years, 30 years, 
and beyond, Coast will be here to 
respond, improve, and save lives.  s

Isabela Zabava is Executive Director 
at Coast Mental Health Foundation.

“On Thanksgiving,” Matt remembers, 
“my mom said one thing she’s thankful 

for is Coast’s Clubhouse. I said, “Me, too.”

Today, Matt helps make 
his neighbourhood a better 

place to be, as part of 
Coast On-Site Solutions, 
a street-cleaning team 

trusted by over 20 local 
individuals and businesses.

Coast Mental Health Foundation 
Registration Number: 86150 8018 RR0001

Learn how to leave a 
legacy gift to Coast Mental 

Health Foundation. 

Contact Meghan Boswell 
604.785.1910 | meghan.boswell@

coastmentalhealth.com

Your legacy will ensure 
people like Matt can recover 

from mental illness.

Recovery 
from mental 

illness 
is possible.

You can help.

When your clients take 
the step of including 
Coast Mental Health 
Foundation in their Will, 
they help ensure that no 
matter what the landscape 
of mental health is like 
in 20 years, 30 years, 
and beyond, Coast will 
be here to respond, 
improve, and save lives, 
just as we have since 1972. 
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There are several important 
factors to consider 
when leaving a bequest 

to charities in your Will. 

1.  Identify What Matters Most to You
Some of the most popular animal 
charities are those that help conserve 
wildlife or those that care for 
abandoned or injured dogs and cats. 

Growing in interest is the issue 
of improving the lives of farm animals 
on industrialized farms. 

Perhaps you highly appreciate 
wildlife. 

If you love pets, you may wish to fund 

 •  groups offering spay and neuter 
programs;

 •  shelters rescuing and rehoming 
animals that are abandoned 
locally, regionally, or animals from 
other countries; or 

 •  organizations that support 
breed-specific rescue. 

Identifying the particular 
charitable cause(s) important to 
you will help you with the next step: 
Narrowing your choice of charities.

2.   Identify Charities Already Working 
on the Specific Issue 

Diverse strategies and tactics are key 
to accomplishing any goal. As with 
most progressive change, it takes 

philosophically with your own values. 
Once you know what a charity stands 
for, and what it stands against, you 
are in a better position to determine 
if you share a common vision. 

If your concern is for farm 
animals, you may want to ask the 
charity if it supports the consumption 
of animals that are humanely raised, 
or does it advocate for a vegan diet. 
You may be comfortable with both 
positions; if not, that knowledge would 
be critical to your decision. 

If you want to support an 
organization that purports to protect 
and conserve wildlife, ask if it 
supports or opposes hunting. Does 
it believe in culling as a means of 
conservation management? 

a village; you may want to name 
multiple charities as beneficiaries. 

Collectively, those different 
approaches will do more to achieve 
progress than the independent 
approach of any single organization.

3.   Identify Charities whose Values 
Align with Yours

A key aspect of making any 
donation to charities is to 
ensure the organization aligns 

LEAVING A BEQUEST TO CHARITY IN YOUR WILL? LEAVING A BEQUEST TO CHARITY IN YOUR WILL? 

Consider 4 Key Factors. Consider 4 Key Factors. 

Identifying the particular 
charitable cause(s) important 
to you will help you with the 

next step: Narrowing your 
choice of charities.

Leanne McConnachie

Leanne McConnachie with her 5-year-old Boxer dog Teddy at Qualicum Beach

Leanne with a Belted Galloway, a traditional Scottish breed of cattle
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4.   Identify a Public Foundation that 
Addresses Issues Important to You

Public foundations receive donations 
and bequests but do not conduct 
program work themselves. Instead, 
they grant funds to charities doing the 
program work. You are likely familiar 
with community foundations such 
as the Vancouver Foundation and 
the Victoria Foundation that support 
a broad range of social issues. 

Public foundations invest donated 
funds into stocks and bonds (creating 
an endowment) and use the proceeds 
of those investments (the investment 
income) to fund their grant programs. 
That ensures the foundation, your gift, 
and the foundation’s grant program 
continue into perpetuity. Foundations 
offer donors confidence and peace 
of mind.

In my Will, in addition to naming 
specific charities addressing the 
welfare of farm animals, wildlife and 
pets, I chose to leave a bequest to 
the Animal Welfare Foundation of 
Canada (AWFC). Established in 1965, 
as an all-volunteer charitable public 

foundation, it funds a broad range of 
animal welfare initiatives by connecting 
your donation and bequest dollars 
with some of Canada’s most deserving 
animal welfare charities and programs.

If you have a pet, please 
remember to appoint a caregiver 
in your Will who has agreed to 
assume guardianship of your beloved 
companion in the event of your death. 
Simply name the person and provide 
the person’s address and contact 
details. Include sufficient funds to 
cover your pet’s food, veterinary, and 
other anticipated expenses. 

Sudden removal to a shelter can 
be stressful for any animal, let alone 
one coping with the changes that 
come with your passing. Naming a 
guardian will ensure your pet goes 
to a loving and familiar home rather 
than having to enter the shelter 
system (or worse). 

Fortunately, a Will can always 
be  changed. Tools such as the 
use of a Memorandum Clause and 
allocating your bequest as a dollar 
amount, rather than as a percentage 

Leanne’s Boxer Teddy enjoying 
playtime with his best pal Pippin

or as shares of your estate, offer both 
pros and cons if you plan on making 
frequent changes. 

Your BC Notary or lawyer can 
guide you through the process to make 
it as easy, confidential, and cost-
efficient as  possible.  s

Leanne McConnachie, MSc, President 
of the AWFC, is also a consultant to the 
food and agriculture industries and an 
advisor to the Vancouver Foundation’s 
Systems Change Committee for animal 
welfare initiatives. 

British Columbia 
 Notaries

Meyers Davis LLP
Alberta Lawyers

Experienced agents 
for BC Notaries for 

Alberta Jurisdictional 
issues.

BRITISH COLUMBIA ALBERTA

Meyers Davis LLP, Barristers and Solicitors
403.777-1400  •  pm@mdmlaw.ca

200, 1518 – 7 Street, SW Calgary, Alberta  T2R 1A7
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As a charitable gift 
planner, I enjoy many 
conversations with donors 

who thoughtfully consider how 
to support the health needs of 
our province’s future children 
and provide tips to guide them 
toward the next steps.

A while back, I was talking with 
Bob and Philip, good friends who loved 
tennis. Sadly, Philip was ill and knew his 
time was short. He didn’t have family 
in Canada; as a single man with no 

never forget how relieved he was when 
his first-ever Will was completed. 
He passed away 6 months later.

Family life can offer more than 
its share of surprises. 

 •  What do we do when our beloved 
family members feel they are 
entitled to more of our money than 
we think they should have? 

 •  What if our children do not want 
us to leave a legacy to charities 
whose work expresses our deepest 
values? 

 •  How do we set our children 
up for success if their money 
management skills are not strong? 

children, he wondered what he should 
do with his home and investments. 
Bob was not a professional advisor but 
personal experience in creating his own 
Will, including a charity to benefit from 
his estate, prompted him to encourage 
Philip to do the same. 

I remember Philip was anxious 
about how to go about choosing a 
legal advisor. After his first visit, I will 

Your Legacy, Your Plan

How do we set our children 
up for success if their 

money management skills 
are not strong? 

THEME

Hilary Beard
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Betty, a down-to-earth grandmother 
who has been exceptionally generous to 
her entire family, revealed her dilemma 
to me. Her family was asking for more 
of her money than she intended to give 
them. Uncomfortable with the notion of 
their entitlement, she decided to give 
her home to her favourite charity with 
the condition that she has the right to 
live in it for her lifetime. 

Betty is excited. While she loves 
her family, she is just as passionate 
about how the charity will use her 
home in the future to help those 
less fortunate. She told me how 
invigorating philanthropy is for her!

Another donor, Sofia, has had 
to guide her adult child to budget, 
save, and think ahead. A single mom 
who struggled for several years, Sofia 
has come to terms with the fact that 
her child will not be able to learn the 
necessary skills to protect the wealth 
she wishes to bequeath to her in her 
Will. 

I pointed Sofia toward an advisor 
to help her create a Trust that would 
be managed professionally. Now, Sofia 
is relieved; she no longer worries that 
her child will be taken advantage of 
. . . or simply make poor future money 
choices.

Sofia’s Trust was simple—it would 
come into being upon her passing. 
Trusts created in lifetime to protect 
assets or beneficiaries need tailored 
professional legal advice.  

Some donors prefer to keep their 
legacy plan confidential and, when 
their gift is realized, it is a surprise. 
Our organization did not know that Mr. 
Jim Bolster from Smithers was leaving 
some of his estate to assist BC children. 

Notary Kathryn Johnson 
helped Jim create a 
Will that included an 
exceptional legacy 
that made its way to 
help elevate care for 
our province’s sickest 
children. Kathryn said, 
“Mr. Jim Bolster was 

a dear friend of my husband; we were 
fortunate to have him as a groomsman 
at our wedding. Assisting Mr. Bolster 
with his estate planning documents was 
truly a pleasure.” 

Kathryn 
Johnson

When Kamiah’s world 
gets turned upside down, 
help her stay strong. 

A Will can 
help do that.
What if you could help your clients create a legacy where 
fewer children suffer from illnesses? When you help your clients 
leave a gift in their Will to BC Children’s Hospital Foundation, 
you’re empowering them to do just that.

Discover how you 
can help your clients 
leave a legacy. 

bcchf.ca/legacy-advisor

Hilary Beard, 
Gift & Estate Planning 
604.875.3679 
hbeard@bcchf.ca

Abby, 4

Your legacy could be her childhood

Contact Jennifer Shang • 604.268.4038 • jennifer.shang@variety.bc.ca

Learn how to leave a legacy gift to Variety

– Bob & Barbara Stewart

“We joined the
Legacy Circle and
included Variety
in our will with an

estate gift so our
legacy can live on
through improving

the lives of children. There is
no greater gift than childhood.”

variety.bc.ca

We’re here for
BC’s kids during this

challenging time
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What a wonderful example of 
community members helping one 
another! Read about Jim Bolster’s 
profound legacy on BCCHF’s Facebook 
page. You may be moved to tears, 
as I was.

Here is a worrisome trend. 
Various online services offer to create 
Wills for Canadians for a cheap price. 
From some of the “small print” that 
I read online, it’s clear that what 
you don’t pay for today, your estate 
may pay for later. The legal services 
of a qualified professional such as 
a BC Notary are vital. Why? You 
cannot know what the omissions or 
inaccuracies in the online resources 
will mean one day in Court. 

People who don’t know what they 
don’t know need help the most—
especially in BC, where Wills can be 
challenged.

Have a confidential conversation 
with your charity’s designated gift 
planner. Members of the Canadian 
Association of Gift Planners will listen 
to family concerns in an unbiased 

manner, allow you to let off some 
steam, and point you to trusted 
professionals equipped to manage your 
unique circumstances.

Cyril, who lives in the Lower 
Mainland, knew he had additional 
factors to consider. He was born 
outside Canada and starting a new 
life here; his hard work and business 
acumen helped him build a satisfying 
portfolio of rental properties. 

While he regrets not having a deep 
relationship with his child who was 
given up for adoption by the mother, 
his former partner, he learned that a 
child who has been adopted cannot 
challenge his birth parent’s Will. 

He has been thinking long and 
hard about how he will transfer his 
properties to charity. Should he sell 
1 or 2 and use the charitable tax 
receipt from the gift to reduce taxes 
on the capital gains or should he 
distribute all the properties through 
his Will? Other donors might choose 
to directly designate their registered 
financial assets.

After listening carefully, 
thoughtfully, and objectively, I steered 
Cyril to the appropriate professionals to 
cover all aspects of the legacy scenarios 
he wished to consider. Cyril recently told 
me he feels great about his legacy plan. 
He now has peace of mind.

A seasoned professional can 
address all our concerns and suggest 
excellent solutions that help us take 
care of our families and our charities, 
in this lifetime and beyond.  s

Donor names and genders were 
changed to protect their identity.

Hilary Beard is the Director 
of Gift & Estate Planning at 
BC Children’s Hospital Foundation.

A seasoned professional can 
address all our concerns and 
suggest excellent solutions 

that help us take care of our 
families and our charities, 

in this lifetime and beyond.

BC NOTARIES ARE RESPECTED IN THEIR COMMUNITIES.

There are business opportunities for Notaries in various communities throughout British Columbia. 

Some of the Requisites for Becoming a BC Notary
•  5 years’ related experience
•  Strong entrepreneurial and people skills
•  Highest degree of honesty and integrity
•  Dedication to serving the public

•  Undergrad degree: 3.0 GPA
•  Fluency in English; other languages an asset
•  Financial stability

For more information, please contact The Society of Notaries Public of BC  
1-800-663-0343 or visit our website, www.notaries.bc.ca.

Seeking to Add to Your Business Career?
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In a typical year, most of us 
will make modest donations 
to multiple charities. 

Occasionally however, we may find 
ourselves in the fortunate position to be 
able to make a particularly significant 
contribution to a single charity, such as 
a local Hospital Foundation.

The trigger may be the receipt 
of a significant inheritance, a recent 
business windfall, or simply the fact 
that we are at an age when we prefer 
to begin moderating projected estate 
value.

Let’s assume we wish to donate 
$10,000 to a charity, perhaps in 
memory of a loved one. Most donors 
would take funds from a savings 
account and write a cheque for the 
$10,000. There is often a better 
solution.

If, for instance, we have a 
Non-Registered Investment account in 
which we hold equities with substantial 
embedded and unrealized capital 
gains, we may be able to not only 
donate our planned $10,000, but 
also obtain both a tax deduction and 
completely avoid the capital gains tax.

To Illustrate
The donor’s Unregistered investment 
portfolio holds a significant value 

 c)  The registered charity can 
immediately sell the shares for the 
full $10,000 value, without tax 
consequence.

If, on the other hand, the RBC 
shares were held in a TFSA, knowing 
that TFSAs are tax-exempt, the 
temptation might be to sell $10,000 
in shares and write a cheque to the 
charitable organization. That is not a 
good approach for a couple of reasons.

 a)  The donor misses out on 
sheltering the capital gains in the 
taxable Non-Registered account. 

 b)  Since all growth within a TFSA 
is perpetually tax-free, it should 
never be drawn upon if a Non-
Registered account is available. 
It is always to an investor’s benefit 
to minimize holdings in a taxable 
account (Non-Registered) in favour 
of preserving maximum holdings 
in a tax-free TFSA.

This share-donation strategy 
is applicable to charitable donations 
of any value. From a practical 
standpoint, it is best reserved for 
major charitable giving.  s

Peter Dolezal is an Independent 
Financial Consultant, selling no products. 
He is the author of a number of books; 
his most recent is the Third Edition 
of The Smart Canadian Wealth-Builder. 

in Royal Bank stock. Since purchased, 
the stock has doubled in value. 

 •  If the donor were to sell $10,000 
of stock to cover the donation, 
it would trigger a capital gain 
of $5000. That would result 
in $2500 being added to taxable 
income. 

 •  At tax time, about $1000 tax 
would be owed (assuming 40 per 
cent marginal tax). 

 •  In effect, it would have cost the 
donor approximately $11,000 
to generate the $10,000 required 
for the donation.  

The better solution: Instead of 
selling RBC shares, we elect to donate 
actual shares with a current market 
value of $10,000. The result?

 a)  We receive a $10,000 tax 
deduction.

 b)  We do not trigger the embedded 
capital gain on the donated 
shares.

Leveraging Charitable DonationsLeveraging Charitable Donations

…we may be able 
to not only donate our 

planned $10,000, but also 
obtain both a tax deduction, 

and completely avoid the 
capital gains tax.

Peter Dolezal

©iStockphoto.com/Indysystem
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Do you want to help 
make the community 
you care about happier, 

safer, healthier, brighter, 
greener, kinder, more tolerant, 
more compassionate, and/or 
more equal? 

Most of us make charitable gifts 
because of our own values and beliefs. 
We have feelings of compassion for 
others and a desire to help a cause 
we believe in.

We give because our values are 
aligned with the organizations we 
support. We believe in their mission 
and what they are trying to achieve for 
the people, animals, and places they 
serve. Why we give resonates with why 
they do the work they do. 

During our lifetime, a gift to 
charity can be a way to help satisfy 
the kinds of desires arising from the 
values we hold dear. Donations help 
charitable organizations carry out 
their work in making positive impacts 
on the people and places around us. 
Through our gifts, the organizations we 
choose will help perpetuate our values 
to the generations that follow. The gift 
keeps on giving long after we are gone, 
leaving a lasting positive impression. 

After you consider what you have 
and what you need during your lifetime, 
and what you will leave in your estate to 
family and friends, there are many ways 
to support the causes and concerns 
in the community that reflect what is 
important to you and your family.  

One donor established a 
scholarship at a university in 
memory of her father who had been 
a professor in one of the faculties. 
After a few years, one of the students 
who had received the scholarship 
made his own gift to the scholarship 
fund. That contribution helped 
increase the number of scholarships 
to be awarded. A few years later, 
the student, as a school teacher, 
encouraged his own class to raise 
money for the scholarship fund. 
That effort instilled the act of giving 
in the younger students. 

We give for personal reasons, 
because of what matters to us and the 
impact we want to have today and for 
the future. 

Over the next decade, it is 
estimated that $750 billion will pass 
from one generation to the next. 
That number will be impacted by the 
market volatility our world is currently 
experiencing, but the opportunity will 
be the same. People will have the 
opportunity to help others, to make 
gifts that reflect the values they want 
to pass along to future generations. 

In 2020, through the campaign 
for the Rapid Relief Fund, created in 
partnership with the Times Colonist 
newspaper and the Jawl Family, the 
Victoria Foundation received over 
$6 million in gifts from over 15,000 
people. Those donations have been 
granted out to charities working 
on the frontlines of providing food, 
housing, and physical and mental 
health supports to the most vulnerable 
populations on southern Vancouver 

During the darkest days of 
The Depression, Burges Gadsden 
founded the Victoria Foundation on 
the belief that people would choose 
to support each other if they were 
given the opportunity. Through an 
Act of the BC Legislature in 1936, 
the Victoria Foundation became 
a registered charity and Canada’s 
second community foundation (after 
Winnipeg).

Being Given the Opportunity 
to Help Others 

Most of us make 
charitable gifts because 
of our own values and 

beliefs. We have feelings 
of compassion for others 

and a desire to help a cause 
we believe in.

Its first financial gift was received 
in April 1937 from Burges’s mother 
Fannie Gadsden. She gave $20 and 
enclosed a letter with her donation, 
“I wish I could afford $100 to so fine 
an undertaking.”

Fannie may have worried that her 
gift was small, but that $20 changed 
a community forever. Today, over 80 
years later, the Victoria Foundation 
still stewards that first gift—and the 
many other gifts that followed. And as 
we have seen over the decades and in 
the recent challenging months, people 
continue to look after each other. 

We may give because charities 
have affected our own life. They 
may have helped us along the way, 
educated us, or inspired us. 

THEME
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Island affected by the health, social, and economic impacts of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

And the charitable, or civil society sector as it is known, continues 
to need support to carry on. The COVID-19 pandemic has led to 
unprecedented disruption in the charities that serve us every day. 
Whether it is a day care, seniors centre, environmental conservation 
program, arts and cultural performance, youth mental health clinic, 
food bank, school, or place of worship, those organizations are 
challenged beyond their resources. 

A recent study conducted by Vantage Point, in partnership 
with the City of Vancouver, the Vancouver Foundation, and the Victoria 
Foundation, illustrates the impact of COVID-19 and the challenges 
charities in British Columbia face for their operations and delivery 
of programs. Titled No Immunity, the study tells us that no subsector, 
size of organization, geographic region, or community served is safe 
from the impact of the pandemic. 

For those who are able, we need to lift those organizations up 
and sustain them or many will be lost. 

As Burges Gadsden said over 80 years ago, people look for the 
opportunity to support each other and the community values they 
share . . . the values that create systems that support the vulnerable 
and the helper . . . the values that ensure our home is a place to live, 
learn, work, and grow . . . the values that create a vibrant, caring 
community for all.   s

Sara Neely is the Director of Philanthropic Services 
at the Victoria Foundation.

For More Insight

The mission of Imagine Canada is to 
strengthen Canadian charities and non-profits 
so they can better serve individuals and 
communities both here and around the world. 

Imagine Canada’s May 2020 Sector Monitor: 
Charities and the COVID-19 Pandemic, 
provides further insight into the organizational, 
financial, and human resources impacts of the 
pandemic on charities in Canada and how the 
response is different than that experienced 
during the 2008/2009 financial crisis. 

The just-released Multicultural and Newcomer 
Charitable Giving Study by Imagine Canada 
sheds light on the experience of newcomers 
to Canada and the values they bring to their 
support of charitable organizations in their 
new home. The precis of the report reveals 
“newcomers to Canada and second-generation 
citizens are driven to give and volunteer out 
of a strong sense of duty to advance the 
well-being of their communities and Canadian 
society generally.” 

Both reports are available through 
www.imaginecanada.ca.

What will your legacy be? You can guide the future 
of your community and the causes you care about 
by making a legacy gift to the Victoria Foundation. 
Our endowment fund is one of this community’s 
greatest strengths, allowing us to manage 
charitable gifts and bequests in perpetuity.

We continually build the fund and invest in our 
community — granting annually to a broad range 
of charitable organizations and worthy causes. If 
community matters to you, the Victoria Foundation 
is where you can make your priorities known. 

Please contact Sara Neely at 250.381.5532 or 
sneely@victoriafoundation.bc.ca for more 
information.

ENJOY THE CERTAINTY
THAT YOU HAVE MADE
A GOOD DECISION.

victoriafoundation.ca
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Will-making will soon 
enter the digital age 
in BC. 

In July 2020, the BC Legislative 
Assembly passed the Wills, Estates 
and Succession Amendment Act, 
2020 (Bill 21) that will make it 
possible to have a valid Will that exists 
entirely in electronic form.

The Bill 21 amendments also 
authorize witnessing of Will execution 
by means of video technology that 
allows the testator and witnesses to 
be in the “electronic presence” of one 
another. That will apply to conventional 
Wills on paper as well as ones that 
consist only in a computer file.

In the case of conventional Wills, 
the witnesses would need to sign 
identical counterpart copies of the 
Will if they observe the testator’s 
signature remotely by means of 
audiovisual technology. In the case 
of an electronic Will, execution and 
attestation could be accomplished 
by affixing unique digital signatures 
to the Will by means of an e-signature 
program like DocuSign, despite the 
fact that the testator and witnesses 
may all be in different locations. 
It will remain a requirement that 
the signature and witnessing 
happen in real time, because the 
definition of “electronic presence” 
in the amendments requires that the 
testator and witnesses be able to 

concerns expressed by lawyers and the 
public about the situation. 

 The provincial Ombudsperson 
later cast doubt on the legality of the 
emergency order, arguing in a report 
issued in June 2020 that the order 
could not override the requirements 
of WESA for attestation of Wills and 
went beyond the minister’s authority. 
Bill 21 will repeal the order, as it 
will no longer be needed once the 
amendments to WESA contained 
in the bill come into force. 

While the Coronavirus pandemic 
was the principal impetus toward 
relaxing the requirement that the 
Will-maker and witnesses be physically 
present in the same place when a Will 
is signed, it was not the only reason 
for introducing electronic Wills on 
a permanent basis. The increasing 
reliance on digital technology in daily 
life and work was another. The Hon. 
David Eby, Attorney General of BC, 
stated on second reading of the bill 
that it was not merely a reaction to 
pandemic conditions, but was based 
on work on electronic Wills by the 
Uniform Law Conference of Canada 
(ULCC) that had been underway for 
more than a year. He added that 
he expected other provinces would 
follow British Columbia’s lead in 
implementing the electronic Wills 
provisions.

One of the implications of allowing 
electronic Wills is that there may 
be no true “original” like the actual 

communicate simultaneously as if they 
were physically present in the same 
location. Viewing a recording of the 
testator signing would be insufficient 
for valid attestation.

Electronic Wills in BC

While the Coronavirus 
pandemic was the principal 

impetus toward relaxing 
the requirement that the 
Will-maker and witnesses 

be physically present 
in the same place when 
a Will is signed, it was 
not the only reason for 

introducing electronic Wills 
on a permanent basis.

Remote witnessing of Wills that 
took place on and after 18 March 
2020 is retroactively validated by Bill 
21, as long as it would have satisfied 
the requirements of “electronic 
presence.” The date of 18 March 
2020 coincides with the declaration 
of a state of emergency in British 
Columbia; it is also the date on which 
the Electronic Witnessing of Wills 
(COVID-19) Order, Ministerial Order 
161/2020, retroactively took effect. 
Ministerial Order 161/2020 was made 
under the Emergency Program Act to 
take account of the difficulties that 
rigorous social distancing placed in the 
way of Will-signing, and to respond to 

THEME

Greg Blue, QC,  
Senior Staff Lawyer. 

BC Law Institute
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ink original of a conventional Will. 
Any number of copies of the computer 
file comprising the signed Will may 
exist, each of which contains identical 
text and signature data, and each of 
which is equally valid. That raises the 
question of how an electronic Will 
may be altered or revoked. If there is 
no single “original,” and a potentially 
infinite number of duplicates, what 
will amount to a valid alteration or 
revocation? 

Bill 21 provides answers. It will 
only be possible to alter an electronic 
Will by making a new Will. In the case 
of revocation, more methods will be 
allowed;

 •  making a new Will in accordance 
with WESA, as amended by 
Bill 21;

 •  making a written declaration 
of revocation, electronic or on 
paper, signed and attested in 
the presence of two witnesses 
in accordance with WESA, 
as amended; 

 •  deleting one or more electronic 
versions of the Will or the portion 
in question with the intention 
of revoking it;

 •  burning, tearing, or destroying 
in some manner a paper copy 
of the Will in the presence 
of a witness with the intention 
of revoking all or part of the Will;

 •  performing another act, if the 
Court later determines under 
section 58 of WESA (the curative 
provision allowing the Court to 
admit a document to probate 
despite formal defects) that 
“the consequence of the act…
is apparent,” and that it was done 
with the intent to revoke the Will 
in whole or in part.

Bill 21 specifies that inadvertent 
deletion of one or more copies of an 
electronic Will, or portions of one, is 
not evidence of an intention to revoke.

The advent of electronic Wills will 
require changes in probate procedures, 
and it remains to be seen what shape 
they will take. s

Greg Blue, QC, is Senior Staff Lawyer 
at BCLI.
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Strata Collections and Estates

The passing of an owner 
of a strata lot in British 
Columbia could result 

in delays in the payment 
of strata fees, special levies, 
and other monies owing 
to a strata corporation.  

This article contains a basic 
discussion regarding collecting strata 
fees and special levies when an owner 
dies. Some of the implications of the 
Wills, Estates and Succession Act 
(the “WESA”), and the Limitation Act 
will be examined. 

Who to Contact

It is helpful to ask each owner 
to provide emergency contact 
information. The strata corporation’s 
privacy policy should allow council 
members and the strata manager to 
use this contact information when 
there is an emergency involving person 

is to contact the Public Guardian and 
Trustee of British Columbia to see 
if they are able to provide information. 

Useful Terms 
An “executor” is the personal 
representative of the deceased who 
is appointed under a Will. When 
a person dies “testate” that means 
the person that died had a valid Will. 

An “administrator” is appointed 
by the Court to be the personal 
representative when the deceased dies 
without a Will.  When a person dies 
“intestate,” that means the person 
died without a Will. 

An “administrator with Will 
annexed” is appointed when the 
deceased dies with a Will, but the 
Will does not appoint an executor. 

Both an executor and an 
administrator are often referred 
to as a “personal representative” which 
will be the term that is used in the 
balance of this article. Such personal 
representatives apply to Court for 
what is described as a “representation 
grant” under the WESA.  

Strata Corporations Strata Corporations 
and Estatesand Estates

An “executor” is the 
personal representative 

of the deceased who 
is appointed under a Will. 

When a person dies 
“testate” that means 
the person that died 

had a valid Will. 

or property and also with respect to 
determining the appropriate contact 
person upon the death of the owner. 
The emergency contact person may 
be able to tell you who will be handling 
the estate or provide you with further 
contact information for the next of kin.   

If there is no emergency contact 
information provided and no other way 
of easily locating the deceased owner’s 
next of kin, it is possible to search the 
Court Registry online to see if anyone 
has applied for Probate of the estate. 
Also, for Wills registered in BC, a Wills 
Notice Search will show the last known 
location of the Will. Another option 

Elaine McCormack

©iStockphoto.com/crazycroat
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Consider who is on Title?
The number of owners and the manner 
in which title is registered for the 
strata lot at the Land Title Office 
could impact whether strata fees and 
any special levies continue to be paid 
for the strata lot. 

When title to a strata lot is 
held by two or more owners as joint 
tenants, the surviving joint tenant(s) 
automatically assumes ownership 
of the deceased’s interest as if the 
transfer took place one second prior 
to the death of the deceased.

A property owned in that manner 
eliminates the need for probate. 
The surviving owner(s) remain on 
title and the interest of the deceased 
is transferred to the survivor(s) upon 
the filing of a Form 17, together with 
a copy of the death certificate at the 
Land Title Office. That is a simple 
and relatively inexpensive process. 
It can be an effective tool for estate 
planning purposes. 

A joint tenancy is commonly, but 
not always, used when spouses own 
property together. There may be little 
disruption in the payment of strata 
fees, special levies, and other charges 
owing to the strata corporation upon 
the death of one of the joint tenants.  
The remaining owner continues to be 
responsible in the ordinary course for 
the payment of common expenses.

When title is held as tenants in 
common, the property of a deceased 
tenant in common results in that 
owner’s interest in the strata lot 
being distributed in accordance 
with the terms of his or her Will 
or in accordance with the rules 
for distribution when an owner dies 
intestate. It is also likely in that 
situation that the payments owing 
to the strata corporation will not be 
delayed, because there is at least one 
consistent owner left on title. 

When there is only one owner, 
however, the title of the strata lot will 
first be transmitted to the personal 
representative and later transferred 
to one or more beneficiaries. The 
process takes time and could result 
in payments to the strata corporation 
being delayed. The collection process 

needs to be managed by or on behalf 
of the strata corporation to ensure that 
the right to collect money does not 
become “statute barred” as a result 
of the passage of time.   

Strata fees that became due 
and owing prior to June 1, 2013, 
are generally subject to a limitation 
period that runs 6 years from the date 
the strata fee or special levy payment 
became due. If a limitation period 
expires, then the strata corporation’s 
right to collect the strata fees using 
judicial and non-judicial remedies 
is extinguished. The action that 
generally preserves a limitation period 
is commencing an action in Court 
or an arbitration.

The personal representative 
has an obligation not to pay out any 
claims by potential creditors that 
are statute-barred, including claims 
extinguished because the limitation 
period has expired.  

How to Extend the Time for Collection

Time limits for collections can be 
extended under the Limitation Act 
by way of an acknowledgement or 
by way of a payment. A personal 
representative acknowledging the 
debt in writing and signing the 
acknowledgement will extend the 
limitation period. It is helpful to ask 
for an acknowledgement regarding 
when the personal representative 
intends to make arrangements for 
payment to the strata corporation.   

Steps should be taken to ensure 
that the limitation period does not 
expire prior to payment. Be sure 
the acknowledgement meets the 
requirements of section 24 of the 
Limitation Act. 

The limitation period may also 
be extended when a payment is 
made. The clock for the limitation 
period resets from the date of the 
acknowledgment or the date of the 
payment, as the case may be. 

If your strata council is faced 
with a collection situation involving 
an estate, it is recommended that 
you seek legal advice to ensure you 
act appropriately and respectfully 
regarding the estate and that the 
rights of the strata corporation are 
preserved.  s 

Elaine McCormack is a lawyer, 
mediator, and arbitrator with 
Wilson McCormack Law Group.

Distribution of Estate Assets
Payments to the strata corporation 
may be delayed until a representation 
grant is issued and the strata lot 
is sold, with the strata corporation 
being paid upon the sale. In the 
alternative, the payment of strata fees 
may be delayed until a representation 
grant is issued and the strata 
lot is transmitted to one or more 
beneficiaries. 

The distribution of estate assets 
often takes over a year. Section 155 
of the Wills, Estates And Succession 
Act of British Columbia (WESA) 
provides that estate assets should not 
be distributed for 210 days following 
the issue of the representation grant, 
unless consents are obtained from all 
beneficiaries and intestate heirs, or 
there is a Court Order. 

Under section 69(1) of the WESA, 
title to a strata lot will not generally 
be transferred to a beneficiary under 
the Will without the 210-day period 
expiring. In addition, if a close 
relative of the deceased challenges 
a distribution under the Will in Court, 
payment to the strata corporation may 
be further delayed.   

Time Limitations for Collections
The Limitation Act provides a basic 
limitation period of 2 years. 
For instance, strata fees that became 
due and owing on or after June 1, 
2013, are subject to a 2-year limitation 
period after the claim is “discovered,” 
which in the case of strata fees would 
likely be the date they become due. 

Payments to the strata 
corporation may be delayed 
until a representation grant 

is issued and the strata 
lot is sold, with the strata 

corporation being paid 
upon the sale.
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It is very common 
for Will-makers to 
include charitable bequests 

in their Will. 

The executors of the estate may 
not be in the position to fulfill the 
wishes of the deceased in a timely 
manner because the estate funds are 
not readily available. 

It may take a few years before the 
donation can be made by the estate, 
and when all is done, the question 
is . . .  who can claim the charitable 
donation tax credit?

Prior to 2014, if someone made 
a charitable gift in his Will, or donated 
in the year of death, the donation 
was deemed to have been made 
immediately prior to his death. As a 
result, the value of the donation tax 
credit was based on the value of the 
gifted asset at the time of death, even 
if the value of that asset was different 
when actually received by the charity.

That rule also applied when a 
donation was made by beneficiary 
designation from an RRSP, RRIF, 
TFSA, or life insurance. The negative 
effect of the rule was that an estate 

the value of the RRIF is $100,000 
and, at the time of distribution, the 
value is $120,000. The value of 
the donation would be $120,000. 
Under the old rule it would have been 
$100,000.

If the estate is a graduated 
rate estate (GRE), the estate’s legal 
representative will be able to allocate 
the donation tax credit to

 -  the estate in the year 
the donation is made;

 -  an earlier taxation year 
of the estate;

 -  the last 2 taxation years 
of the deceased person.

Any unused donation amount can 
be carried forward for up to 5 years 
from the year in which the donation 
is made and claimed by the estate.

It is important to understand what 
a graduated rate estate is, to take 
advantage of the added flexibility 
allowed by the new rule in allocating 
the donation provided for in the Will.

The concept of a GRE was 
introduced on December 31, 2015. 
A graduated rate estate of an 
individual at any time is the estate 
that arose on and as a consequence 

Donations by WillDonations by Will

THEME

Andréa Agnoloni

could not benefit from an increase in 
value of the donated assets between 
death and the actual distribution.

Budget 2014 changed the rule; 
for deaths that occur in 2016 and 
subsequent years, donations made 
by Will or beneficiary designation 
from an RRSP, RRIF, TFSA, or life 
insurance will not longer be considered 
to have been made immediately prior 
to death. Instead, those donations 
will be deemed to have been made 
by the individual’s estate. 

The result of the revised rule is, 
the actual value of the donated asset 
at the time the gift is received by 
a qualified charity, will be the basis 
for the calculation of the charitable 
tax credit.

For example, the beneficiary of a 
RRIF is a charity; at the time of death, 

The executors of the estate 
may not be in the position 
to fulfill the wishes of the 

deceased in a timely manner 
because the estate funds 
are not readily available. 

©iStockphoto.com/monkeybusinessimages
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of the individual’s death; it is 
a Testamentary Trust and it is eligible 
for graduated rates only for 36 months 
from the death of the individual.

Only one graduated rate estate 
for the individual is allowed so it is 
important that the GRE is designated 
on the first T3 estate income tax return.

The graduated rate estate is taxed 
at the normal graduated tax rates. 
After the 36 months from the date of 
death if the estate is not wrapped up, 
it will be subject to the highest marginal 
tax rate, currently 49.80 per cent.

If the donation is made after the 
estate ceased to be a graduated rate 
estate, 36 months after the date of 
death, the donation can be claimed 
only by the estate. If the estate has 
no income in the year the donation 
is made, then the benefit of the 
charitable donation credit is lost.

It is important to know that gifted 
property must have been received by 
the estate as a result of someone’s 
death. If funds of the estate are held 
up for more than 36 months, the legal 
representative is not allowed to borrow 
money to make the donation when the 
estate is still considered a GRE.

Due to the deemed disposition 
rules at time of death, the final tax 
return may be subject to higher tax 
because the value of RRIF and RRSP 
is 100 per cent taxable and any 
accrued value of investments portfolio 
and real estate is 50 per cent taxable.

Under the new rules, the tax credit 
from donations will not be available in 
the final tax return until the donations 
are actually made. In most cases, the 
donations will be made after the grant 
of probate is received and the estate 
may have little if no income at all. 
The estate’s legal representative will 
be allowed to carry back the donation 
credit to the final tax return and 
recover the tax paid.

Because the value of the charity 
tax credit is based on the value 
of the gifted asset when donated, 
it is possible for the estate to realize 
a gain on the increased value of the 
asset from time of death to date 
of distribution.

Under the new rule, the legal 
representative has the flexibility to 
decide how to allocate the donation 
in the most tax-effective manner.

For example, the Will stipulates 
that a property with the original cost 
of $100,00 is to be donated to a 
qualified donee. At time of death, the 
property market value is $200,000; 
therefore the deceased will be subject 
to tax on 50 per cent of the $100,000 
capital gain.

The estate is wrapped up 
30 months after date of death and the 
property donated and transferred to 
the donee, at which time the property’s 
market value is $280,000. The estate 
will be subject to tax on 50 per cent 
of the $80,000 capital gain.

The legal representative will have 
the flexibility to claim part of the 
donation tax credit in the estate tax 
return to offset the tax on the $40,000 
taxable capital gain, and carry back 
the remainder of the tax credit to the 
deceased’s final tax return.

If the marginal tax rate was 
higher in the final tax return of the 
deceased than the tax rate of the 
estate, the legal representative can 
opt to pay the lower tax on the estate 
return and carry back all the donation 
tax credit to the final tax return 
of the deceased. Unless the legal 
representative is an accountant with 
income tax experience, this task may 
be overwhelming for any trustee.

In the event the estate is 
more complicated and funds are 
not available for distribution for 
a longer time, it is very important 
to ensure funds are distributed to 
the charity before the estate ceases 
to be a graduated rate estate, which 
is 36 months after time of death.  s

Andréa Agnoloni, CPA, CGA, Notary 
Public, is a Principal with EPR North 
Vancouver, an Independent Member 
Firm of EPR Canada Group Inc.

Under the new rule, the 
legal representative has the 
flexibility to decide how to 
allocate the donation in the 
most tax-effective manner.
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A legacy of charitable 
work was started 
by Lewis MacDonald 

through Mt. Pleasant Legion 
and Mt. Pleasant Co-op, and 
has continued under the 
stewardship of George Tanco, 
retired Notary.

Lewis MacDonald was a 
man who stood up for veterans, 
employees, indigenous people, 
and the underprivileged. As Notary 
George Tanco said, “Lewis was 
committed to bettering the way of the 
poor. Lewis had been a great union 
man in the Nova Scotia coal mines; 
he had a way of dealing with people 
and getting things done.” Lewis served 
in both the US and Canadian Navies 
in WWI and in the Canadian Army in 
WWII and he was a professional boxer. 
He spearheaded the formation of Mt. 
Pleasant Branch 177 Royal Canadian 
Legion (established 1945), Mt. 
Pleasant War Memorial Community 
Cooperative Association (the Co-op, 
1950), and Mt. Pleasant Branch 177 
Savings Credit Union (1950).

The Co-op constructed the building 
at 2655 Main Street and later acquired 

Dorothy Kelt

Chief Dan George and Honourable Chief Lewis MacDonald

Turning the sod for the Co-op Building 
at 2655 Main Street, 1950

THEME

Stewardship and Dedication Reaps Benefits 
for Others Going Forward
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the building at 185 East 11th Avenue as well as the parking 
lot beside the buildings. Those assets were all leased to the 
Legion until the end of 2009. The Legion operated a Bingo 
there to raise funds for charitable purposes. The Legion 
raised significant funds for charities and often purchased 
cardiology equipment for Vancouver General Hospital, 
including, in 1957, their first heart-lung machine, designed 
by Dr. Walton Lillehei. George witnessed the first use of this 
machine, an operation by Dr. Peter Allen on a dog.

Lewis MacDonald’s wife Margaret and children Elmer, 
Marie Kelt, and Kay Carpenter were also very active in 
Legion, Credit Union, and Co-op activities, as were many 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. Three descendants 
still serve on the Co-op Board of Directors.

Under Lew’s leadership, dozens of sports teams were 
organized for adults and youths, including indigenous 
youths. For his work, Lew was named Honourary Chief 
of the Burrard Band by Chief Dan George, and was named 
Vancouver’s 1958 Good Citizen of the Year. After Lew’s 
passing in 1962, his leadership was commemorated by the 
raising of funds. 

By 1986, $250,000 had been collected and was 
transferred to the Vancouver Foundation and placed in the 
BC Heart Foundation Trust to qualify for matching grants. 
The amount has grown to over $750,000, and the annual 
income is used to fund research into heart disease.

Funds were raised for the Heart Foundation during the 
February Heart Month campaign, culminating in an annual 
Queen of Hearts Ball organized by the Legion. 

Another Legion fundraising activity was the very popular 
Bingo tent at the PNE. Under the management of Lew’s son 
Elmer for 35 years and continuing after that, the Legion’s 
charitable work included 

	 •	 	fundraising for the Orphan’s Fund through 
an annual bingo; 

	 •	 	producing the Mount Pleasant News newspaper 
(managed by Kay Carpenter and George Tanco); 

	 •	 	still includes visiting veterans/members in hospital; 

	 •	 	recruiting countless taggers to sell poppies 
for the Poppy Fund; 

	 •	 	hosting a drop-in centre that was started for veterans 
and is still used for members and the community; and

	 •	 	providing annual hampers for less-fortunate veterans 
and community members. 

During the pandemic, they are helping members with 
shopping and taking them to medical appointments and 
calling members to ensure their well-being. Since 1980, 

The Co-op has made charitable contributions 
of $1.2 million since 1995, including over 
$700,000 in direct donations and almost 

$500,000 to its six Vancouver Foundation funds. 

the Legion has donated almost $1 million to fund a position 
in community geriatrics at UBC. They have also funded the 
Mt. Pleasant Legion/Col. C.C.I. Merritt VC Scholarship fund; 
the interest goes to fund scholarships at UBC.

George Tanco ignored the advice 
of his mother to buy a couple of houses 
in Vancouver with money he had saved from 
working at Kitimat and instead went into the 
sporting goods business. He became involved 
with the Legion in 1951, when they ordered 
uniforms for a baseball team for troubled 
youths. The order was going to be cancelled 

due to lack of a coach, so George agreed to coach the team 
that went on to qualify for the provincial finals. 

George was also involved in operating bowling alleys so 
when the Co-op was starting construction of the building 
at 2655 Main Street, with bowling lanes in the basement, 
George was asked by Lewis to look after the installation of 
the bowling alleys and to manage the operation, which he 
did for 4 years. George has worked tirelessly in most of the 
Legion’s charitable activities.

George became a Co-op member in 1955 and became 
a Director in 1962 after the death of Lewis MacDonald. 
George was elected President in 1970 (a 40th birthday 
present!) and has held this volunteer position now for 
50 years. He’s been told we may let him retire at age 100. 
His daughter Susan is also a Director.  

Despite being very busy with his family and his Notary/
real estate/insurance business with business partner Joe 
Quan prior to retirement, George has always been actively 
involved with the Co-op and its charitable work. To recognize 
him, the Co-op created the George Tanco Fund in the 
Vancouver Foundation that provides funds annually to St. 
Patrick Secondary School, the Co-op’s neighbour. George 
was made an Honourary Life Member of Branch 177 Legion 
for his many years of service to the organization.  

The Co-op has helped support the Legion since 1950 
and continues to do so, with the Legion residing on the 
lower floor of the Co-op’s Main Street building.

The Co-op has made charitable contributions 
of $1.2 million since 1995, including over $700,000 
in direct donations and almost $500,000 to its six 
Vancouver Foundation funds, the first of which was 
established in 1995 in honour of Lewis MacDonald and 
Lt-Col. Cecil Merritt, VC, after Cecil’s retirement from the 
Co-op’s Board of Directors. 

In that time, over $100,000 has been paid out in grants 
from those funds; the interest will continue the Co-op’s 
legacy of giving in perpetuity, benefitting schools, veterans, 
cadets, and others. All that was done under the leadership of 
George Tanco, who has volunteered with the Legion and the 
Co-op for 69 years. Everyone involved with both organizations 
is very glad he chose the sporting goods business!  s

Dorothy Kelt is granddaughter-in-law of Lewis, friend of George, 
 a Co-op Administrator, and author of TaxTips.ca.

George Tanco
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From left: Alex Tanco-Smith (granddaughter, daughter of Sheryl and Dean); Dean Smith (son-in-law, Sheryl’s partner);  
Sheryl Tanco (daughter); Susan Tanco (daughter); Francesca Tanco-Smith (granddaughter, daughter of Sheryl and Dean);  

Sam Tanco (grandson, son of Susan); George; Eileen Smith (George’s partner)

I first met George when I was elected 
to the Notary Society Board of Directors 
and I was in practice in Terrace. 

The second year I was on the Board, 
George became President. I was 
impressed by his cool, calm manner, 
and his style of leadership.

After knowing George for a couple 
of years, one day I asked him if he 
would like to come up to Terrace and 
run my office while I was away on a 
golf trip to Ireland. He said Yes, moved 
into my home in Terrace, drove my 
pickup truck, and ran my office for 
3 weeks. When I returned, my staff 
told me they wished I had stayed away 
longer; the bankers in town and my 
clients also told me that my Notary 
“Dad” was terrific.

George and I attended a UINL 
(Union of International Notaries) 
meeting and conference in Berlin; 
his lawyer daughter Susan came along 
as did my then-8-year-old daughter 
Ambur. The two of them loved Ambur 
and kept her entertained!  

When I became Secretary of the 
Notary Society several years later, 
George was the Notary I went to 
for advice and assistance. For many 
years, he was my “Acting Secretary.” 
I enjoyed working with George and our 
many non-Chapter dinners together!

He was the first BC Notary chosen 
as Notary of the Year and he is an 
Honourary Life Member of The Notary 
Society.

George Tanco is 90!George Tanco is 90!

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

George will never be 90 in my 
eyes. He will always be a youngster! 

G. W. Wayne Braid, 
Friend, was CEO 
of The Society of Notaries 
Public for 17 years, 
CEO of the BC Notaries 
Association until his 

recent retirement, and is the former 
EO of The Notary Foundation.

Mary-Ann, Esther,  George and Wayne, Rosalyn, Susan, and Rosario
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BC Notary partners Joe Quan and George Tanco.  
This painting of Joe and George, by Vancouver artist Raymond Chow, 

graced the cover of the October 2000 Scrivener magazine.

Happy Birthday to my Mentor 
and Friend George Tanco! 

You always bring a 
smile to the faces of 
those around you and 
I look forward to the 
day we can all celebrate 
in person with you. 
Wishing you many more 

years of laughter and fun!

Thank you! 

Notary Rosalyn Mow

Happy Birthday, George! 

Carol and I wish you the very best 
on your 90th, although it is hard to 
accept that you are that age, given 
your youthful exuberance. You have 
been a steady influence in our Society 
for many years and a true friend to all 
who know you.

Carol Evans and Notary Rick Evans

George Tanco was Joe Quan’s business 
partner and best friend for many many 
years at their firm, The Associated 
Notaries. 

There’s a great story about them and 
the local bank employees. George 
and Joe went into the bank together 
practically every day in the ‘80s. One 
day, George went in alone. Shirley the 
teller took his deposit, looked at him, 
and said, “Where is your brother?” 
[Laughter] “What brother? I don’t 
have a brother,” replied George. 
“You know—the other guy that comes 
in with you—your brother.” [Laughter]

That was the standard joke in 
the Royal Bank at Main and Hastings 
for years. Joe’s wife Hilda told them, 
“You guys have been together so long, 
you look like each other.”

You always bring 
a smile to the faces 
of those around you 

and I look forward to the 
day we can all celebrate 

in person with you.

Happy Birthday, George, 
and Many Happy Returns of the Year!  

Thank you very much 
for all your advice to me 
whenever I needed it. 

With lots 
of appreciation.

Take care and regards,

Rosario Kuhrt, Retired Notary

From left: Kimiko, Tom’s partner; Tom, son of Hilda and Joe; Hayley, daughter of Tom and 
Kimiko; Stevie, Andy’s partner; Jerry, son of Tom and Kimiko; Andy, son of Hilda and Joe; 

Hilda; Walter, son of Hilda and Joe

We have great memories of 
“Non-Chapter” Chinese dinners and 
parties and barbecues on George’s 
back deck. George’s friendship and 
counsel have been treasured by the 
Quan family and Notary associates 
and families near and far.  

Here’s a toast to George on this 
momentous year and good wishes for 
happy, healthy years to come.

Hilda Quan and sons Walter, Tom, 
and Andy
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A great big Happy 90th Birthday George, 
on this joyous occasion! 

And for those of you 
who missed witnessing 
George dressed up 
as a chicken (yes, a 
chicken!) and dancing 
to funky music at the 
BC Notaries’ Christmas 

at the Lonsdale Quay Hotel at the turn 
of the last century, you missed a rare 
sight! Well, maybe not . . .

Best wishes,

Notary Alex Ning 

I have had the pleasure and honour 
to be able to rub elbows with George. 
Many parties were enjoyed in George’s 
home, together with Notary friends, 
the famous Dr. Hoeter, and everyone’s 
families. 

Happy Birthday, 
George! You’re always 
welcome at our home 
for a BBQ, especially 
when you grill that great 
salmon!

William Hinds, Friend

George has always been a pillar and 
mentor in my life, always there when 
I need him, there when it’s even just 
for plain old fun at our monthly dinner 
gatherings, our Spring Seminars/AGMs, 
and BBQs enjoyed at George’s home. 

From being a REALTOR, 
Insurance Agent, 
Notary, President of 
our Society, loving 
husband and father 
and grandfather and 
partner, George has 

seen and done it all. This man has 
been many times around the block. 
Happy Birthday, George. Love you!

Notary Mary-Ann Mustonen-Hinds

I am pleased to be able to congratulate 
George on his 90th birthday. 

He was a member of 
the Board of Directors 
for many years with me. 
I always appreciated 
his demeanor when 
difficult issues were 
being discussed and 
always awaited his 

calm comments as to the resolution 
when many others were struggling. 
His sincerity and wisdom were 
always seriously considered by all in 
attendance and, in many cases, led 
to the matter being resolved. Thanks, 
George, for your many years of service 
and friendship! 

Brent Atkinson, Notary Retired

George and car Young George at home

On his bike – he delivered 
Liberty magazine 

as one of his first jobs With his parents Juan and Felipa

This man has been many 
times around the block. 
Happy Birthday, George. 

Love you!
George and Eileen

We had such great plans for celebrating 
George’s big 90th birthday bash . . . 
a cruise to Alaska or a big party of 
family and friends. Of course all that 
changed with the arrival of COVID-19 
and the resulting lockdown.

In spite of that, I am happy to say 
George’s 90th was still celebrated in 
a big way. His amazing and wonderful 
family arranged and delivered a 
fantastic birthday dinner for the two 
of us . . . appys and bubbly to start, 
followed by the main course including a 
bottle of wine, and a beautiful birthday 
cake that they made and decorated. 
They included the candles, ice cream, 
and napkins along with thoughtful 
presents and touching cards.

We all toasted George and 
bellowed out the Happy Birthday song 
from the safety of the back deck. 

The friends and family left and 
George and I sat down to a delicious 
intimate dinner. The party was soon 
over (it was a lot of excitement for two 
90-year-olds) but there is no doubt 
that George will remember this special 
year and smile.

Congratulations, Dear George. 
Let’s start planning for the next one.  
Love you, Eileen.

Eileen Smith is George’s partner!
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I thank God for George who achieved 
9 decades on April 6 this year. 

What a wonderful person he is 
. . . kind, considerate, hospitable, 
responsible, and upright, in addition 
to his accomplishments . . . 
To mention a couple, Past President 
and a Director for many years; he 
also sat as a Governor of The Notary 
Foundation, was Acting Secretary 
of the Secretariat for Stan Nicol and 
Wayne Braid, and was a member of 
the Vancouver Chapter of Notaries. 

Congratulations, George.

Esther Chiu, Retired Notary

“That’s why there’s chocolate 
and vanilla…” That is our father’s 
quintessential phrase, one that perfectly 
encapsulates who he is as a person 
and how he practised as a Notary 
Public . . . finding joy in diversity 
and acceptance of all.  

His Thurlow Street Notary office 
bustled with energy and friends. None 
was more important than his best 
friend and partner of many decades 
Joe Quan, who brought him into 
the Notarial fold. Working for “The 
Associated Notaries” during high 
school and university was an education 
for my sister and me. Not only did 
we learn the rudimentaries of things 
like conveyancing and business, we 
learned the value of relationships and 
how sharing food and drink brings 
people together.  

Dad was, and is, a model of caring 
and compassion, offering wisdom 
and instrumental assistance to clients 
and colleagues alike. Working into his 
80s, he exemplified the adage that 
we get out of things what we put into 
them, be it with respect to his Notarial 
practice, his years volunteering for 
The Notary Foundation, or sharing life 
with his partner Eileen, daughters, 
and grandchildren. At 90, with his 
friendships and identity from his 
years as a Notary strongly intact, Dad 
continues to live a rich life in the home 
in which we were raised.  

George’s daughters  
Susan and Sheryl Tanco

Dear George, 
Happy 90th!! 

It means a lot for me to have you 
as my mentor and a friend. You are 
always ready for support and willing 
to lend a listening ear and you are 
able to understand. I look forward 
to continue having you share your 

knowledge and allowing 
the non-Chapter to host 
the annual BBQ at your 
house until you become 
a centenarian. Thank 
you for everything!

Notary Susan Tong  s

In Spain at his family village 
after a conference in Berlin

With his parents and sisters Ines and Irene

Susan, George, and Sheryl

George and Santa (Esther)  
at a Notaries’ Christmas Party

Dad, Sheryl, Susan, and Mom 
at Boundary Bay

George with grandkids  
Alex, Sam, and Francesca
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I was born an only child 
in a small town in Ukraine. 

Always a keener, I spent 
my formative years every Saturday 
participating in an extracurricular class 
on the basics of law and government. 
That sparked an early interest in law 
for me.

After I completed my law degree, 
my best friend persuaded me to 
go on an adventure to Canada with 
him where I met my wife Lauren. 
She and her family convinced me 
to pursue my passion as a BC Notary.

have paid off in school. The Notary 
education program, however, was one 
of the biggest challenges of my life. 
I had to complete my studies in my 
third language while caring for my 
young family, with another baby on 
the way. 

In addition to being a full-time 
student, I worked full-time to obtain 
the solid practical work experience 
that is part of the BC Notaries 
education program, the Master of Arts 
in Applied Legal Studies (MA ALS) 
through Simon Fraser University.

I am so honoured to be the 
recipient of the Bernard Hoeter Award 
for 2018 for achieving the highest 
overall marks in all six of the highly 
challenging statutory exams. I couldn’t 
have done it without the steady love 
and support of my family who are my 
pillars of strength and continue to give 
endlessly. Moreover, I could not have 
done it without the great friendships 
and camaraderie of my cohort. I am 
still astounded as each of us worked 
tremendously hard on the exams and 
are all so deserving. I will fondly recall 
our bond and many intense study 
sessions intermixed with lots of laughs 
and even an oyster dinner! 

I enjoy helping people using 
my professional knowledge and 
experience. Every client has his or 
her own personal story . . . they invite 

I am fortunate to have had the 
opportunity to work with Tarlok and 
Akash Sablok at Sablok & Sablok 
Notaries Public for 2-and-a-half years 
while I was a Notary student. I gained 
a deep understanding of conveyancing 
and how to manage a business office. 
There is great responsibility in every 
aspect of a BC Notary practice; I am 
thankful to have learned and observed 
from such natural mentors and experts 
in the field. 

Thanks to Dr. Hoeter’s 
vision and efforts, the 

Notary profession in British 
Columbia is diverse and 

multilingual.

It was my dream to become 
a BC Notary. The work of a BC Notary 
has meaning and heart. Thanks to 
Dr. Hoeter’s vision and efforts, the 
Notary profession in British Columbia 
is diverse and multilingual. I am proud 
to be part of this Tradition of Trust 
and equally proud to able to represent 
the BC Notaries organization and 
connect with the community in a 
meaningful way through language. 
In addition to English, I speak 
Ukrainian and Russian fluently.

I have always pushed myself 
to work very hard and those efforts 

Showcasing the Winners of the Prestigious Dr. Bernard W. Hoeter Award

Year 2018, BC Notary Roman Svirshchevs'kyy, Vancouver and Langley

Keys to a Happy and Healthy Life

PROFILE OF A BC NOTARY
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me to participate in their major life 
decisions. Whether that is helping 
a young family buy a home for the 
first time or informing them about 
the importance of having a Will, 
I enjoy educating my community 
on what a BC Notary can do for 
them. When I started my Notary 
practice in Langley, one of the first 
things I did was volunteer to deliver 
presentations and Q&A sessions at 
a local community organization on 
“How a BC Notary can help you.”

As a frugal Notary student, 
I wanted to purchase a relatively 
expensive road bike from a seller who 
was CEO of an IT company. Two years 
later, he became my client! That has 
been a win-win for both of us!

Similar to the way I was mentored 
as a student, I have invited current 
interested Notary students to get some 
hands-on experience working in my 
office. I strongly believe that the more 
exposure and practice the students 
have will greatly contribute to their 
ease and success as BC Notaries. 

When I’m not working in the 
office, you can find me spending 
quality time with my wife and two kids. 

Roman and his wife Lauren with their two kids Xander and Matisse  
at Barnet Marine Park in Burnaby, BC.

I also enjoy tennis and cycling when 
Lauren approves. As the saying goes, 
Happy wife, happy life!

NEXT ISSUE  
Winter 2020

Communicating Communicating 
and New Year’s and New Year’s 

ResolutionsResolutions

scrivener@bcnotaryassociation.ca

www.bcnotaryassociation.ca

Editor’s

To Send Photographs  
to the Magazine

Email your images to  
scrivener@bcnotaryassociation.ca.
Please send photos at the original 

size. Do not reduce or retouch.

Article Deadline  
November 1

Advertising Deadline  
November 10

Prefer Paperless?
We will notify you by email when the 
magazine is posted online, quarterly. 

Please email  
scrivener@bcnotaryassociation.ca.

Volunteering and fundraising for 
the BC Ride to Conquer Cancer is a 
cause close to my heart. My mom was 
diagnosed with lymphoma in 2013. 
Fortunately, she fought hard and beat 
cancer. Every day, I am astounded and 
inspired by her strength and positive 
lens on life. 

In each phase of my life, I am 
guided by a strong connection with 
family, friends, and the community. 
That is the key to a very happy and 
healthy life.  s

Roman’s mother Rita visiting from Ukraine, 
with her grandson Xander.
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Greetings:
It was our great pleasure on behalf of the BC Notaries Association to present 
the first BC Notaries Association Virtual Conference in 2020.  
We recognize that professional continuing education and advancement are fundamental 
to your success as Notaries and are an important piece in ensuring the continued 
high standards of service the public has come to expect from BC Notaries as providers 
of non-contentious legal services in our province. 
The Conference offered members a wide-ranging education program.
Given the unprecedented times we are currently experiencing, it is more important 
than ever that we stay connected and continue to learn and work with our key industry 
partners and stakeholders to drive our profession forward.

Kind regards,

BCNA Virtual 
CONFERENCE

Held September 11 and 12, 2020

Daniel Boisvert Chad Rintoul

D e a r M e m b e r s !
It was our great pleasure on behalf of the BC Notaries Association
to welcome you to the first BC Notaries Association Virtual Conference 2020.  

We recognize that professional continuing education and advancement are 
fundamental to your success as Notaries, and an important piece
in ensuring the continued high standards of service the public has come 
to expect from BC Notaries as providers of non-contentious legal services. 

The Conference offered members a full wide ranging education program.

Given the unprecedented times we are currently experiencing, it is more 
important than ever that we stay connected and continue to learn and work 
with out our key industry partners and stakeholders to drive our profession 
forward.

Kind regards, 

P r e s i d e n t
B C N o t a r i e s A s s o c i a t i o n

C E O
B C N o t a r i e s A s s o c i a t i o n

6
EDUCATION 

 CREDITS 

Page 2

Daniel Boisvert
President

BC Notaries Association

Chad Rintoul
CEO
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PROUD TO BE THE HEADLINE SPONSOR FOR  
THE BC NOTARIES VIRTUAL 2020 CONFERENCE

As your trusted partner, Stewart Title remains steadfast in our support 

of BC Notaries. 

These past few months have required flexibility and resilience on both our 

parts, and together we’ve risen to the occasion. Whether it’s in person or 

virtually, you can count on us to provide knowledgeable advice and title 

insurance solutions that help you close deals smoothly and with peace of mind.

(888) 667-5151
www.stewart.ca

© 2020 Stewart. All rights reserved.
See policies for full terms and conditions.

We congratulate you on your fortitude during this difficult period 
and wish you a wonderful conference!

PROUD TO BE THE HEADLINE SPONSOR FOR  
THE BC NOTARIES VIRTUAL 2020 CONFERENCE

As your trusted partner, Stewart Title remains steadfast in our support of BC Notaries. 

These past few months have required flexibility and resilience on both our parts, and 

together we’ve risen to the occasion. Whether it’s in person or virtually, you can count 

on us to provide knowledgeable advice and title insurance solutions that help you 

close real estate transactions smoothly and with peace of mind. In partnership, we 

have continued to serve our clients in the best ways possible.

We are certain that this year’s conference will be an interesting one and are pleased 

that we can continue to support this important event. (888) 667-5151
www.stewart.ca

© 2020 Stewart. All rights reserved.
See policies for full terms and conditions.

We congratulate you on your fortitude during this difficult period  
and wish you a wonderful conference!
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SEMINAR 01 - Friday, September 11

IInnttrroodduucciinngg  tthhee  LLaanndd  OOwwnneerr  TTrraannssppaarreennccyy  
RReeggiissttrryy  ((LLOOTTRR))
REUBEN DANAKODY, Director of LOTR

In its 2018 budget, the Province introduced a 30-point plan to improve 
housing affordability and transparency in real estate ownership in BC. 
In its plan, the Province committed to establish a registry that will contain 
information about beneficial ownership of land in BC. This registry will be 
publicly available and shared with federal and provincial tax and law 
enforcement authorities. In May 2019, the Land Owner Transparency Act was 
passed as legislation by the Province. The Land Title and Survey Authority 
of British Columbia (LTSA) is now responsible to build and operate this new 
registry, operational in Spring 2020.

EDUCATION SEMINAR INFORMATION

Page 6

SEMINAR 02 - Friday, September 11

SEMINAR 03 - Friday, September 11

PPaasstt  &&  FFuuttuurree  RRooaadd  MMaapp  ooff  HHoouussiinngg  iinn  BBCC  
MICHAEL GELLER, B.Arch
President - The Geller Group 
A Conversation with Michael Geller: What does the Future of Housing look 
like in BC? How far have we come? How will immigration continue to fuel 
demand? A presentation and update from Michael Geller on the past and 
future roadmap of housing in BC. 

EE--WWiillllss  RReeffoorrmm  aanndd  tthhee  PPoosstt--CCOOVVIIDD  LLaannddssccaappee::
RReecceenntt  DDeevveellooppmmeennttss  aanndd  FFuuttuurree  PPrroojjeeccttiioonnss
DR. MARGARET HALL, BA, LLB, LLM, PhD
Professor and BCNotaries Chair in Applied Legal Studies, Master's Degree

E-Wills Reform and the Post-COVID Landscape: Recent Developments and Future
Projections Prior to the COVID crisis, law reform organizations round the world were
examining the question of whether, and how, the law of Wills should develop to
recognize electronic Wills or"e-Wills". Potential benefits of e-Wills include increased
access to justice and secure centralized document retention. Potential drawbacks
include assessment of metal capacity and undue influence, opportunities for fraud,
problems relating to revocation, and technological issues. (Would a uniform
technology requirement for e-Wills create barriers? without uniform technology, how
could security be assured?). The COVID crisis has dramatically spurred
developments in relation to e-Wills.This paper considers the current legal  landscape,
the model E-Wills legislation drafted by the Uniform Law Conference of Canada, and
what comes next.
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Assessment and Taxation branch as Director
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Columbia’s most esteemed estate litigation lawyers. He has spent more
than 45 years helping the disinherited contest wills and transfers – and win.
From his Vancouver office, which looks more like an eclectic art gallery than
a lawyer’s office, Trevor empowers claimants and restores dignity to families
across British Columbia.

Although his work is renowned, Trevor is not a suit n’ tie stuffy lawyer type.
He is, in fact, the very opposite. He is an outspoken advocate for the
disinherited. He is a world traveller (115 countries and counting) who is
approachable, creative, and a fan of pushing buttons, finding needles in
haystacks, and doling out advice for free. He is a mentor to young
entrepreneurs and an art buff who supports starving artists the world over.
He has an eye for talent and a heart for giving back. 
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Leanne has been a Notary Public for 30
years, practising on the Sunshine Coast
for over 25 years. She is experienced as
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Society of Notaries Public of BC. As well
as an Arbitrator and Mediator, Leanne is
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and the U.S.A. on topics including real
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systems, digital security, fraud, social
media and Bitcoin. In addition to
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Public of BC, the Law Society of BC.,
the Canadian Bar Association, the
Real Estate Institute of BC, and the
BC. Real Estate Section of the
Canadian Bar Association.
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approachable, creative, and a fan of pushing buttons, finding needles in
haystacks, and doling out advice for free. He is a mentor to young
entrepreneurs and an art buff who supports starving artists the world over.
He has an eye for talent and a heart for giving back. 

Page 11

TREVOR TODD 

LEANNE REBANTAD

Leanne has been a Notary Public for 30
years, practising on the Sunshine Coast
for over 25 years. She is experienced as
a Roving Notary and is currently a
Practice Inspector, Practice Advisor, Staff
Notary and Deputy Secretary for the
Society of Notaries Public of BC. As well
as an Arbitrator and Mediator, Leanne is
a member of ADR Institute of BC.

RON USHER 

Ron has spoken throughout Canada
and the U.S.A. on topics including real
estate law and practice, e-filing
systems, digital security, fraud, social
media and Bitcoin. In addition to
teaching real estate law at SFU, he is
a member of the Society of Notaries
Public of BC, the Law Society of BC.,
the Canadian Bar Association, the
Real Estate Institute of BC, and the
BC. Real Estate Section of the
Canadian Bar Association.

JOAN LETENDRE 
Joan was commissioned as a Notary in 2004 and ran her Notary Practice in Kerrisdale/
Vancouver until 2017. She began doing Notary Practice Audits in 2010 and continues 
in that role for The Society of Notaries. Joan is also a PAL advisor and a teacher for the 
Notary students enrolled in the MA  ALS Program. 
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Ron has spoken throughout Canada and the U.S.A. on topics including real estate law 
and practice, e-filing systems, digital security, fraud, social media, and Bitcoin. In addition 
to teaching real estate law at SFU, he is a member of The Society of Notaries Public of 
BC, the Law Society of BC, the Canadian Bar Association, the Real Estate Institute of BC, 
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WAYNE BRAID 

G.W. Wayne Braid is the former
CEO/Secretary of The Society of Notaries
Public of BC having served in the position for
over 17 years.

He is Executive Officer of the Notary
Foundation of BC and CEO and Managing
Director of the BC Notaries Captive Insurance
Co.

Wayne is currently a Senior Advisor for  the BC
Notaries Association.

MICHAEL GELLER
Michael Geller is a Vancouver-based
architect, planner, real estate consultant
and property developer with four decades’
experience in the public, private and
institutional sectors. He also serves on the
Adjunct Faculty of Simon Fraser University.
He is a regular contributor to the
Vancouver Courier and Vancouver Sun
and a frequent commentator on urban
issues across Canada. He is president of
The Geller Group which specializes in
planning and real estate consulting for a
variety of large and small-scale residential
and mixed-use projects. He also
undertakes small property developments
on his own, or in partnership with others.
Michael has been honored as a Fellow of
the Canadian Institute of Planners and Life
Member of the Architectural Institute of
BC. 

REUBEN DANAKODY

Reuben Danakody recently joined the Land
Title and Survey Authority of British
Columbia’s (LTSA) Customer Operations team
as the Director of Land Owner Transparency
Registry Services (LOTR).  Prior to the LTSA,
Reuben was with the City of Edmonton’s
Assessment and Taxation branch as Director
of Integrated Business and Customer
Solutions for three years where he was
accountable for comprehensive business
planning, technology support and service
delivery for the assessment of 400,000
properties worth over $175 billion and the
collection of over $2.0 billion in taxes.  Before
the City of Edmonton, Reuben worked with
BC Assessment for 16 years where he held
assessment, leadership and corporate
planning roles throughout the province.

QUANG DUONG
Quang Duong is a partner at
MacKenzie Fujisawa LLP.  He
practices in the area of civil litigation
including professional negligence,
real estate, wills and estates and
personal injury matters.Quang was a
law clerk at the Tax Court of Canada
in Ottawa and was called to the
British Columbia Bar in 2007.
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DR. MARGARET HALL 

Dr. Margaret Isabel Hall, BA, LLB, LLM, PhD
is a Professor and BC Notaries Chair in
Applied Legal Studies in the School of
Criminology at Simon Fraser University in
British Columbia, Canada. Margaret's
research interests include law and aging,
mental capacity and undue influence, legal
responses to vulnerability, and systemic
theories of liability in tort law. Margaret's
research integrates doctrinal analysis with
qualitative research methodologies. Prior
to joining SFU Margaret was an Associate
Professor in the Faculty of Law at
Thompson Rivers University (as a founding
member of that faculty) and an Assistant
Professor in the UBC Faculty of Law.
Margaret has also worked in law reform
and was the first Director of the Canadian
Centre of Elder Law Studies.

JOAN LETENDRE 

Joan was commissioned as a Notary in
2004 and ran her Notary Practice in
Kerrisdale/Vancouver until 2017. She
began doing Practice Audits in 2010 and
continues in the role for the Society of
Notaries. Joan is also a PAL advisor and a
teacher for the Notary students enrolled
in the MA LS Program.
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Congratulations to this Year's new 25 Year Club Members. 

HANS PODZUN SHERRY ANDERSON

HANS PODZUN
Hans Podzun has been a recognized Notary Public in Richmond for 25 years. Practising out 
of Fairchild Square, also known as the Golden Circle area, Hans has provided a steadfast, 
knowledgeable and empathic practice to many clients. Married with four children, Hans has 
been actively involved in school events, sports, the Richmond Chamber of Commerce, and 
volunteer organizations, the latest being Heart for Africa, Canada. A firm believer in giving back, 
Hans has stepped up on many occasions to assist those in need. His hobbies are photography, 
gardening, and painting. He enjoys golf in the Summer and skiing in the Winter.
“Running a Notary practice has proven to be an interesting and challenging endeavour. I have 
met all kinds of people from all walks of life and as a result have developed a keen sense of 
difference, diversity, and life experience. Prior to entering into the Notary business, I worked in 
sales, which required constant travel. I decided at that time that I wanted to remain closer to 
my family, as I did not want to miss my kids’ formative years growing up. With already having 
had a Real Estate licence in my twenties, I decided to circle back and pursue my Notary Seal, 
incorporating some of my previous knowledge of the real estate industry. It’s been an interesting 
25 years, and I feel blessed for the wonderful clients that I’ve met and friends that I’ve made as 
a result of being a Notary. My wish for the future is to spend a lot more time with my incredible 
wife, four kids, granddaughter, and brother.”

SHERRY LEE ANDERSON
Sherry was born and raised in Terrace, BC, the daughter of loving and caring parents Duane 
and Helen Anderson. She and her husband Andy have been together for 33 years and 
reside in Terrace. They have only one daughter, Kendal, 25, who recently graduated from the 
University of Alberta with a degree in Physiotherapy; she is now practising in Terrace, as well.
“Like many young people, I was undecided about what I wanted to do after high school. 
I waitressed for a few years, decided it was not my dream job, then choose to attend the local 
college’s Medical Stenographer program and Accounting program (Bookkeeping). I worked as 
a Medical Stenographer for a number of years at the hospitals in Terrace and Kitimat, in addition 
to maintaining the accounting records for my father’s road-building business. I eventually moved 
to Vancouver to work in a four-trauma orthopaedic surgeon’s office. After living In Vancouver, 
Kamloops, and Kimberly for a few years, I returned to Terrace and accepted a position as a legal 
Secretary for a corporate/real estate firm. It was here that I found my calling. After working for a 
number of years as a Legal Secretary, I began taking business courses and applied for the Notary 
Education Program. I opened my Notary business in 1995 just months after giving birth to my 
daughter. Neither was easy . . . haha. I grew my business slowly, starting in the basement of my 
home; now I have six employees. While the profession can be trying at times, I continue to enjoy it. 
Having the ability and expertise to help clients navigate their legal matters is extremely rewarding 
to me. I am eternally grateful to those who have helped me along the way.”

Congratulations to This Year’s new 25-Year Club Members.
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TAMMY MORIN-NAKASHMINA
Tammy, originally from Alberta, grew up in Langley 2nd of 4 children to her entrepreneurial parents, Len
and Chrissie. She and her husband Gary have been together 19 years and reside in Surrey. Tammy and
Gary each have two married sons, all of whom are successful in their own careers and hobbies. Tammy's
days off are full of fun and joy with her 9 grandchildren.  

In a school work experience program in 1976 I was selected to assist in a few different law firms. That was
it. I found my niche and 44 years in the profession, 25 as a Notary Public, I still love my work. Back in the
70's, I worked at a law firm in Langley with on the job training in all areas of law. To my fortune, I had
mentorship working for now retired notary, Liz Anderson, and current notary Maureen Friesen (my
sponsor). In the blink of an eye, I can look back on 25 years incredulously to where did they go! I've had
the pleasure, as do most of my colleagues, of helping people including next generation of their families.
Sometimes it is solving puzzles such as how to clear a forgotten charge on title. I recall the Power of
Attorney son who had no capacity but his 90 year old mother was still able to sign the Form C, release! 
 Other times, it is having the compassion and expertise to record testamentary wishes for someone
navigating MAID (medical assistance in dying).  Ours is a rewarding career to keep a person engaged on so
many levels and I don't see retirement knocking any time soon!

SHEMIN JAMAL

Shemin Jamal came to Canada in 1972 as stateless person and was allowed entry into Canada on the
condition that she prove that she will not become burden to the Government of Canada.  Once work
permit was issued she worked hard and within 6 years nominated some 14 family members to come to
Canada who are now all successfully settled as Canadian Citizens and professionals with their children and
grandchildren also university educated professionals.  Only a wonderful country like Canada can offer
such life full of hope and optimism to stateless and refugees. 48 years later I am still eternally thankful for
having been given this unique opportunity. 

To date being a notary has been a most rewarding and a humbling experience.  Looking back, I started my
practice with a few parents who initially became my clients.  They then brought their children who have in
turn brought their children making it three generations of serving clients.  When an Obstetrician who was
head of a department which delivered 750 babies a month, international celebrities, national celebrities,
clients  as far away from Powell River, Comox, Nanaimo, Gibsons, Sechelt, Calgary, Edmonton, Toronto and
elsewhere keep using my services and referring other clients to me, really makes me feel a very small and
a humble person because they actually personify “A Tradition of Trust” motto and the credit for this really
goes to Wayne Braid who put us on the map. Thank you Wayne.

TIMOTHY SHIPLEY

Tim was born and raised in Victoria.  Father Bill Shipley was an Accountant for over 30 years and Tim’s mom,
Barbara also born in Victoria was a Social Worker.  Tim met his wife, Jeany in 1999 and were married in 2000.
They have two children Samuel (Sam) 18, and Gabriella (Gaby), 15.  They live in the Cadboro Bay area of
Victoria. Jeany is an Accountant with the Provincial Government and both children are in high school. 
Tim joined his father’s Accounting firm in 1995 and opened his Notary Practice the same year. The practice is still
in the same building at Stadacona Centre, Oak Bay Junction in Victoria.

After High School I spent some time traveling and later completed a degree in Economics. In 1985 I moved to
Vancouver to start the MBA program at the University of British Columbia.  I was offered employment with Expo
86, and continued in the event management field for the next few years.  
While working as an account manager for CIBC, I studied and completed the Notary Program. Once I received
my designation I moved back to Victoria to join my father’s accounting firm and open my practice.
It was a slow start, building a client base. With the assistance of my father and others, the business grew and
became successful. One unique aspect of my practice is we offer Accounting and Notary services. From Tax
Returns and Estate Planning to Wills, Powers of Attorneys, Real-Estate transactions, we provide a full spectrum
of services for our clients throughout their lives.
There have been a few partners and many staff and clients over the last 25 years. With my father in practice for
over 30 years and myself 25 years, we have become a well know fixture in the area and city. We are well known
for the ability to help…

Congrautlations to this years new 25 Year club members. 
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After High School I spent some time traveling and later completed a degree in Economics. In 1985 I moved to
Vancouver to start the MBA program at the University of British Columbia.  I was offered employment with Expo
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While working as an account manager for CIBC, I studied and completed the Notary Program. Once I received
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TAMMY MORIN NAKASHIMA 
Originally from Alberta, Tammy grew up in Langley, the second of 4 children to her 
entrepreneurial parents Len and Chrissie. She and her husband Gary have been together 
19 years and reside in Surrey. Tammy and Gary each have two married sons, both 
successful in their own careers and hobbies. Tammy’s days off are full of fun and joy with her 
9 grandchildren. 
“In a school work-experience program in 1976, I was selected to assist in a few different law firms. 
That was it. I found my niche and after 44 years in the profession, and 25 as a Notary Public, 
I still love my work. Back in the ‘70s, I worked at a law firm in Langley with on-the-job training in 
all areas of law. To my fortune, I had mentorship working for now-retired Notary Liz Anderson 
and current Notary Maureen Friesen (my sponsor). In the blink of an eye, I can look back on 25 
years incredulously to where did they go! I’ve had the pleasure, as do most of my colleagues, of 
helping people including next generations of their families. Sometimes it is solving puzzles such 
as how to clear a forgotten charge on title. I recall the Power of Attorney son who had no capacity 
but his 90-year-old mother was still able to sign the Form C, release! Other times, it is having the 
compassion and expertise to record testamentary wishes for someone navigating MAID (Medical 
Assistance in Dying). Ours is a rewarding career to keep a person engaged on so many levels and 
I don’t see retirement knocking any time soon!”

SHEMIN JAMAL 
Shemin Jamal came to Canada in 1972 a stateless person and was allowed entry into Canada 
on the condition that she prove she would not become a burden to the Government of Canada. 
Once a work permit was issued, she worked hard and within 6 years, nominated some 14 family 
members to come to Canada who are now all successfully settled as Canadian Citizens and 
professionals with their children and grandchildren, also university-educated professionals. Only 
a wonderful country like Canada can offer such life full of hope and optimism to stateless refugees. 
Now, 48 years later, I am still eternally thankful for having been given this unique opportunity. 
“To date being a Notary has been a most rewarding and a humbling experience. Looking back, 
I started my practice with a few parents who initially became my clients. They then brought their 
children, who have in turn brought their children, making it three generations of serving clients. 
When an Obstetrician, head of a department that delivers 750 babies a month, and international 
and national celebrities, clients as far away from Powell River, Comox, Nanaimo, Gibsons, 
Sechelt, Calgary, Edmonton, Toronto, and elsewhere keep using my services and referring other 
clients to me, it makes me feel very small and humble. They represent our “Tradition of Trust” 
motto. The credit for this really goes to Wayne Braid who put us on the map. Thank you, Wayne.”

TIMOTHY SHIPLEY 
Tim was born and raised in Victoria. Father Bill Shipley was an Accountant for over 30 years and 
Tim’s mom Barbara, also born in Victoria, was a Social Worker. Tim met his wife Jeany in 1999 
and they were married in 2000. They have two children Samuel (Sam) 18, and Gabriella (Gaby), 
15. They live in the Cadboro Bay area of Victoria. Jeany is an Accountant with the Provincial 
Government and both children are in high school. Tim joined his father’s Accounting firm in 
1995 and opened his Notary Practice the same year. The practice is still in the same building 
at Stadacona Centre, Oak Bay Junction in Victoria. 
“After high school I spent some time travelling and later completed a degree in Economics. 
In 1985 I moved to Vancouver to start the MBA program at the University of British Columbia. 
I was offered employment with Expo ‘86, and continued in the event-management field for the 
next few years. While working as an account manager for CIBC, I studied and completed the 
Notary Program. Once I received my designation, I moved back to Victoria to join my father’s 
accounting firm and open my practice. It was a slow start, building a client base. With the 
assistance of my father and others, the business grew and became successful. One unique 
aspect of my practice is we offer Accounting and Notary services. From Tax Returns and Estate 
Planning to Wills, Powers of Attorney, and Real Estate transactions, we provide a full spectrum 
of services for our clients throughout their lives. There have been a few partners and many 
staff and clients over the last 25 years. With my father in practice for over 30 years and myself 
25 years, we have become a well-known fixture in the area and city for our ability to help.”

8
55



BC NOTARIES ASSOCIATION
Board of Directors 

Association Staff 

Olivia Kuyvenhoven 
Administrative Coordinator

Page 14

Senior Advisor 
Wayne Braid 

Member Services 
Manager 

 Nicola Fossett

Book Keeper
 Sue Couzens

Chief Executive Officer 
Chad Rintoul 

Continuing Education 
Manager 

 Trista Zamany

BC Notaries ASSOCIATIONBC NOTARIES ASSOCIATION
Board of Directors 

Association Staff 

Olivia Kuyvenhoven 
Administrative Coordinator

Page 14

Senior Advisor 
Wayne Braid 

Member Services 
Manager 

 Nicola Fossett

Book Keeper
 Sue Couzens

Chief Executive Officer 
Chad Rintoul 

Continuing Education 
Manager 

 Trista Zamany

Daniel Boisvert
President

Tsawwassen

Morrie Baillie
Vice President

Victoria

Jackie Tait
Secretary/Treasurer

Chilliwack

BC NOTARIES ASSOCIATION
Board of Directors 

Association Staff 

Olivia Kuyvenhoven 
Administrative Coordinator

Page 14

Senior Advisor 
Wayne Braid 

Member Services 
Manager 

 Nicola Fossett

Book Keeper
 Sue Couzens

Chief Executive Officer 
Chad Rintoul 

Continuing Education 
Manager 

 Trista Zamany

Rimpy Sadhra
Director
Burnaby

Cam Sherk
Director

Squamish

Brendon Rothwell
Director
Kelowna

Kate Roome
Director
Duncan

BC NOTARIES ASSOCIATION
Board of Directors 

Association Staff 

Olivia Kuyvenhoven 
Administrative Coordinator

Page 14

Senior Advisor 
Wayne Braid 

Member Services 
Manager 

 Nicola Fossett

Book Keeper
 Sue Couzens

Chief Executive Officer 
Chad Rintoul 

Continuing Education 
Manager 

 Trista Zamany
Wayne Braid

Senior Advisor
Sue Couzens

Bookkeeper
Trista Zamany

Continuing Education Manager

Nicola Fossett
Member Services Manager

Olivia Kuyvenhoven
Administrative Coordinator

Chad Rintoul
Chief Executive Officer

TABLE OF CONTENTS
9

56



TABLE OF CONTENTSPage 1710
57



TABLE OF CONTENTS

The Notary Foundation funds are used for the following purposes.

1.  Legal education
2.  Legal research
3.  Legal aid
4.     Education and Continuing Education for BC Notaries and applicants 

who have enrolled to become BC Notaries
5.    Establishment, operation, and maintainance of law libraries in BC
6.    Contributions to the Special Fund established under the Notaries Act of BC

The Board of Governors of The Notary 
Foundation of BC is comprised of

 •  8 members of the Board of Directors 
of The Society of Notaries Public of BC; 

 •  1 representative from the Attorney General’s 
Office in Victoria*; 

 •  2 Directors-at-Large, appointed  
by the Attorney General**; and

 • the Executive Officer.

The members from The Society are elected 
by the Directors of The Society from among 
their ranks, for a 3-year period.

Todd McKendrick, Executive 
Officer of The Notary Foundation, 
is responsible for the 
administration of the office and 
staff and the diverse investment 
funds of The Foundation.

The Board of Governors meets 
quarterly to consider applications 

for funding from various organizations and to set 
policy, review The Foundation’s financial status, 
and provide direction for the administration 
of The Foundation. 

The Governors of The Foundation have the 
responsibility of guiding The Foundation 
in its mandate to disperse the funds generated 
by interest on BC Notaries’ Trust Accounts. 

Todd 
McKendrick

Building Better Communities,  
one grant at a time

David Watts, Chair
Susan Tong
Kate Manvell
Chris Dupuis
Bill Anderson
Hassan El Masri 

Jessie Vaid
Linda Caisley
* Lisa Nakamura

** Deborah Nelson
** Raveen Seran

The Foundation Governors

David 
Watts

**Deborah 
Nelson

Jessie Vaid

Kate Manvell

Susan Tong

*Lisa 
Nakamura

Chris Dupuis

Bill Anderson

Hassan 
El Masri

Linda Caisley

**Raveen 
Seran

$57,724,376*

24 MILLION

30 MILLION

40 MILLION

50 MILLION

18 MILLION

12 MILLION

6 MILLION

Funds earned to date from 
BC Notaries’ Trust Accounts.

*Total revenue 
to June 30, 2020  
since inception
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Elder abuse is the 
mistreatment of an older 
person. 

It covers a wide range of actions 
and experiences. Abuse can be 
physical, psychological, sexual, or 
financial. It can involve isolating a 
senior and preventing the person 
from sustaining important social 
relationships, denying privacy rights 
and taking the person’s mail, or 
overmedicating for purposes of control. 

Neglect of an older person who is 
dependent on others is another form 
of abuse. 

An older adult may experience 
several types of abuse in the context 
of a relationship. Most cases of 
elder abuse, neglect, and ageism are 
perpetrated by someone who is known 
to the older person, such as a family 
member, friend, caregiver, or health 
care provider. 

But sometimes older adults are 
the target of strangers such as con 
artists.

Financial Abuse
Financial elder abuse, one of the 
most commonly reported forms of 
elder abuse in Canada, is the illegal 
or improper use of money, assets, 
possessions, property, and legal 
documents. That type of abuse could 
include the following. 

 • Stealing money

 •  Coercing an older adult to open 
a joint bank account

A Designated Agency or the PGT 
can take action to help an adult if the 
adult does not have decision-making 
capacity or the adult has a disability 
that would prevent the person from 
obtaining help. An adult who has 
decision-making capacity has the right 
to choose whether the adult accepts 
help and can choose to live at risk. 

For example, an older person can 
choose to open a shared bank account 
with their adult child even if that is 
a financially risky option, as long as 
the adult understands the risks, such 
as the other person may be able to 
drain the account without the adult’s 
knowledge or permission.

If an older person is being abused 
or neglected and does not have 
capacity, a Designated Agency can take 
various actions to help the older adult.

 •  Refer the older adult to community 
services.

 •  Help the older adult get support 
from family members—if that is 
safe.

 •  Apply to the Court to have 
a substitute decision-maker 
appointed.

 •  Apply to the Court for protective 
orders.

 •  Create a support and assistance 
plan to obtain services for the 
older adult. 

 •  In emergencies, apply for an 
emergency order to remove the 
adult from imminent danger 
and provide services. 

 •  Selling or transferring property 
without permission

 • Misusing the older adult’s home

 •  Misusing substitute decision-
making powers under a Power 
of Attorney, Representation 
Agreement, Trust, or Guardianship

 •  Applying undue influence 
to coerce the adult to make 
unwanted decisions or sign 
documents

ABUSE AND NEGLECT OF OLDER ADULTS

What is Elder Abuse?

But sometimes older adults 
are the target of strangers 

such as con artists.

Responding to Elder Abuse
What help can be provided to an older 
adult who is being abused or neglected 
depends on the adult’s capacity and 
the level of danger the older adult is in.

If the adult is in immediate 
danger, call 911.

In BC there is no requirement 
for the general public to report abuse 
or neglect of an older person. BC’s 
adult protection legislation, the Adult 
Guardianship Act, allows anyone to 
report suspected abuse or neglect 
of any type. Reports can be made 
to the local Designated Agency. 
(Listed below.) 

Suspected financial abuse, 
including misuse of substitute 
decision-making authority, can be 
reported to the Public Guardian 
and Trustee (PGT). 

SENIORS

Sara Pon

THE MiX
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If the older adult has decision-
making capacity and does not have 
a disability that would prevent 
the adult from seeking support or 
assistance, no actions can be taken 
if the adult refuses help. You may still 
be able to connect the adult to helpful 
services, however. 

Other Options for Help
If the adult can seek assistance, 
different kinds of support may be 
available in the community. Even if 
an adult appreciates that a relationship 
is abusive, it may take time for the 
adult to make changes that enhance 
the person’s safety and well-being. 
Financial abuse is often linked to 
emotional or psychological abuse; 
the adult may welcome counselling 
or emotional support from a person 
the adult trusts. 

You can help people who are 
experiencing abuse by doing the 
following.

 •  Identifying where they can get 
legal information and advice, such 
as Seniors Abuse and Information 
Line (SAIL) 

 •  Helping them access counselling 
and safety planning assistance 
through SAIL, Victim Link (victim 
services), or a community agency, 
like Women Against Violence 
Against Women

 •  Connecting them with a Senior’s 
Centre or Neighbourhood House 
if they are lonely or socially 
isolated

 •  Supporting them to access 
services like home support 
or more suitable housing

Often the person who is financially 
abusing an older person is reliant on the 
older person for care or support, such 
as an adult child living with a disability 

or substance-use issues. Helping 
the older person find support for the 
dependent family member can be a 
practical first step. Seniors will often 
live in dangerous situations to make sure 
the people they love are safe—even if 
that person is hurting them.

If you are not sure how you can 
help, you or a concerned family member 
or friend can get information from a 
local Community Response Network. 
The BC Association of Community 
Response Networks can identify the 
network contact in your community.

Elder abuse may not always rise 
to the level of a criminal offence. 
Something may be happening to an 
older adult that is wrong, but cannot 
be addressed through criminal or civil 
remedies. Older adults may not want 
to launch criminal action against the 
abuser, as the abuser may be a loved 
family member. 

Practical Next Steps

Apart from criminal charges or adult 
protection processes, there are 
practical options you may want to 

If you are not sure 
how you can help, 

you or a concerned family 
member or friend can get 
information from a local 

Community Response 
Network.

Helping affluent
families protect
and grow their
financial wealth.

DIXONMITCHELL .COM
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suggest or support, including the 
following.

 •  Revoking a Power of Attorney 
or Representation Agreement

 •  Challenging a health care decision

 •  Addressing concerns about 
immigration status, including 
whether the sponsor is the abuser

 •  Gaining copies of identification 
or financial records 

 •  Applying for financial assistance 
or pensions

 •  Applying for a civil protection 
order or a criminal peace bond

If you cannot provide the 
assistance yourself, an informed 
referral to a lawyer or other 
professional can be very helpful. 
Often people who are experiencing 
abuse feel overwhelmed. They 
may appreciate help explaining 
their situation to a trained legal 
professional.

Undue Influence
Legal professionals need to be adept 
at recognizing undue influence that 
occurs when an individual threatens 
or coerces the older adult to do 
something the adult does not wish 
to do. That could include changing 
a Will, giving someone decision-
making powers, giving away property, 
or taking out a loan. See the BC 
Law Institute’s Undue Influence 
Reference Aid (listed below) for signs 
of undue influence that you should 
watch out for.

To Legal Professionals
If you suspect someone may be 
influencing an older adult to change 
a Will or make other financial or legal 
decisions, consider the following 
practice suggestions.

 •  Interview the older adult alone.

 •  Ask open-ended questions 
to investigate the older adult’s 
wishes.

 •  Explore if the older adult is 
in a relationship of dependence 
or trust. 

 •  Explore if the older adult is being 
abused or neglected.

 •  Consider whether the older adult 
has the decision-making capacity 
to make a Will or transfer property.

 •  Keep detailed notes of your 
interactions, any red flags, 
the circumstances, and your 
conclusions.  s

Sara Pon is a Canadian Centre 
for Elder Law Legal Research Assistant.

RESOURCES 
Designated Agencies Contact

Vancouver Coastal Health/
Providence Health  
 1-877-732-2899

Fraser Health 1-877-732-2808  

Island Health 

 (South) 1-888-533-2273

 (Central) 1-877-734-4101 

 (North) 1-866-928-4988 

Interior Health  1-844-870-4754

Northern Health  1-844-465-7414

Public Guardian and Trustee 

Assessment and Investigation 
Services    1-877-511-4111

Seniors Abuse  
and Information Line (SAIL)

(Seniors First BC: SFBC) 
 1-866-437-1940 

For more information on elder 
abuse and SFBC’s services, read 
SFBC’s article in the Spring 2020 
Scrivener, or visit their website. 
<seniorsfirstbc.ca>

Victim Link - Victim Services 
Phone Line  1-800-563-0808

BC Association of Community 
Response Networks: information 
on elder abuse resources and 
services in your community. 
<https://bccrns.ca/>

For more information on 
responding to elder abuse, 
see CCEL’s Practical Guide 
to Elder Abuse (update to be 
released later this year) and 
Undue Influence Reference Aid. 

<https://www.bcli.org/elder-law-
resources/elder-abuse-resources> 

AFRIKAANS

BENGALI

BC Notaries 
Speak Your Language
Over 400 BC Notaries round 
our province offer a great many 
noncontentious legal services (see page 9) 
in an impressive variety of languages.

ENGLISH

ARABIC

CANTONESE

DUTCH

FILIPINO

FOOKIEN

GERMAN

HINDI

JAPANESE

MALAYSIAN

PERSIAN

PORTUGUESE

ROMANIAN

SERBIAN

SPANISH

SWATOW

SWISS GERMAN

TAIWANESE

TAOSHAN

URDU

BULGARIAN

CROATION

FARSI

FLEMISH

FRENCH

GUJARATI

ITALIAN

KOREAN

MANDARIN

POLISH

PUNJABI

RUSSIAN

SHANGHAINESE

SWAHILI

SWISS

TAGALOG

TAMIL

TELEGU

VIETNAMESE
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There are so many 
difficulties presented 
by the COVID-19 

pandemic and there are even 
some unexpected benefits. 

An unexpected benefit we see at 
the Eldercare Foundation in Victoria 
is the attention the virus has brought 
to the inequities faced by so many 
of the elders in our communities. 
The even greater challenge we see 
is finding the ways and means to 
continue to support the long-term care 
hospitals and community outreach that 
has been our mission since 1982.

assistance . . . the group of seniors 
who are so vulnerable, especially 
during this pandemic.

While our long-term care facilities 
have thankfully been spared the 
terminal tragedies that other facilities 
have suffered, the lack of social 
connections, family visits, therapy 
programs, and entertainment threatens 
the emotional and even the physical 
health of seniors here. It is truly 
heartbreaking to see couples, married 
for decades, restricted from their daily 
visits, particularly when one of them 
suffers from dementia and just doesn’t 
understand.

As the pandemic evolved, the 
Eldercare Foundation reached out 
to our community with the urgent need 
for phones and tablets to connect 
long-term care residents with their 
loved ones, equipment to facilitate 
small-group activities, and funding 
to clear our SAFE Lifeline wait list 
so at-risk seniors in need could remain 
in their own homes safely. 

Our urgent plea for help was 
thankfully answered with generosity 
and compassion, enabling Eldercare 
to provide dozens of cell phones, 
computer tablets, and Smart TVs. 
Long-term care residents can now 
access online entertainment, activities, 
exercise programs, and most important 
maintain vital connections with 
families and friends. 

We received a touching letter from 
a daughter in California that speaks 
to the impact made on both residents 
and families during the fearsome 
global pandemic.

It has always been a basic tenant 
of our Foundation to provide homelike 
enhancements, innovative therapy 
programs, and specialized equipment 
to 700 seniors in Island Health long-
term care hospitals. In recent years, 
we have also been providing funding 
for adult day programs, education, 
respite, and more, to the general 
community. For the most part, we 
provide for seniors in need of financial 

During and After COVID-19

Our urgent plea for help 
was thankfully answered 

with generosity and 
compassion…

SENIORS

Recreation Therapist Jenna facilitating online visits for residents

Lori McLeod
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“This has been an extremely challenging time 
for me because I live in California and my dad lives 
in Victoria. He was living alone at home and I became 
aware something was very wrong with him toward the end 
of last year. After I made multiple trips to Victoria to see 
about getting care for my dad, he was finally diagnosed 
with Alzheimer’s. He was moved a few times while a final 
decision was being made about his living situation, which 
was extremely complicated by COVID and the border 
was closed so I was no longer able to go back and forth.
 “Finally, in May, Dad was moved to the Glengarry Hospital 
long-term care facility. I am so impressed by the staff . . . 
my mind is finally at rest and I don’t worry constantly about 
him now that he’s there. 

“At first I was calling him a few times a week, going 
through the nurses’ station. The nurses were extremely 
kind; having the extra cell phones made such a difference 
because it was easier.

“Then, the recreational therapist started setting up 
Facetime calls with Dad, using a laptop, and that truly 
has been a lifesaver—for both Dad and me. It’s so much 
easier to communicate using Facetime. It makes a big 
difference for him to be able to see me and my husband. 
Even if he doesn’t catch every word and doesn’t understand 
everything, I think just seeing us makes him very happy. 
I wish we could do it more often.

“I cannot thank you enough for your generous support 
of Glengarry Hospital and its residents and staff, especially 
in the areas of providing extra cell phones and laptops. 
It makes such a difference, improving the lives of my dad and 
other residents and mine and the lives of all the families who 
are unable to visit our aging loved ones, whether close by or 
far away as I am and unable to cross the border even now.”

Kathryn B., California

As we all learn to adjust and navigate this “new normal,” 
we will undoubtedly uncover more unexpected benefits as we 
continue to find new ways to care for our planet and each other. 

The lack of priority in helping seniors and their 
heightened vulnerability is finally starting to make the 
headlines; that’s an unexpected pandemic benefit that 
we hope will shine the spotlight on our often forgotten 
seniors—both now and in the future.

How we treat our most vulnerable people truly defines who 
we are. It is our hope that as individuals and communities, as 
a province and as a country, we support our elders to live out 
their lives with the dignity and respect they deserve. 

A society is measured by the way it cares for its 
elderly citizens. Together we can ensure that Canada 
measures up.  s

Lori McLeod is Executive Director  
of the Eldercare Foundation, Victoria.

I think just seeing us makes him very happy. 
I wish we could do it more often.

Insurance by FCT Insurance Company Ltd. Services by First Canadian 
Title Company Limited. The services company does not provide insurance 
products. This material is intended to provide general information only. For 
specific coverage and exclusions, refer to the applicable policy. Copies are 
available upon request. Insurance brokerage services by FCT Insurance 
Services Inc. Some products/services may vary by province. Prices and 
products/services offered are subject to change without notice.

®Registered Trademark of First American Financial Corporation.

A partner that can 
do more for you.

FCT.ca
1.866.804.3122
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Vancouver’s first major organized horse 
show was in 1908. It ran for 3 days in 
March 29, 20 and 21 at the Drill Hall that 

was also called the Beatty Street Armoury.

The Russell family lived in their home until 1937 and 
then it became a rooming house. The Chilco Grill restaurant 
opened in the building in 1947 and in 1957, the house was 
demolished and an 11-storey apartment building named the 
Chilco Towers was constructed.

The new Horse Show Building had the capacity of 
about 3500 people plus extra standing room. For concerts, 

with chairs on the 
main floor, the 
capacity was 6000 
to 7000 people. 
The exterior was 
to be painted 
lemon chrome 
with white trim 
and a black roof. 
Pennants were 

to fly from the 22 flag poles and the Royal Emblem was 
to preside over the band balcony.

The Horse Show building at the southwest corner 
of Gilford and Georgia Streets was built in 1908 and 1909.

Premier McBride was to be present at the opening 
of the second Horse Show. The band of the Sixth Regiment, 
under the leadership of Charles Frankin Ward (1870 – 
1951) provided the musical entertainment for each of 
the 4 days of the show.

In 1918, the building became 
the location of the Seaforth Cadets 
Headquarters. The Seaforth Highlanders 
of Canada Army Cadets were established 
over 100 years ago; they celebrated their 
Centennial in 2012. From 1 Corps based 
at the Seaforth Armouries on Burrard 
Street in Vancouver, the Cadets have expanded to 6 Corps 
throughout the Lower Mainland and on the Sunshine Coast. 
Today, over 300 young men and women are proud to call 
themselves Seaforth Cadets. Cadets have become the 
biggest youth movement in Canada.

The Vancouver Horse Show 
Building

HISTORY OF BC

Ron Hyde

The seating capacity of the Hall was about 1400 
with standing room for up to 300 more. The event ran 
for 3 nights and hundreds of people were turned away 
because of the limited amount of room.

The first Horse Show was a financial success and 
some members of the Vancouver Hunt Club decided to 
form a Horse Show Association, with Samuel Lyness Howe 
(1864 – 1939) as its President.

The Association bought four lots at the southwest corner 
of Gilford and Georgia Street with a total size of 264 feet 
by 131 feet. Eleven architects submitted plans for the new 
building. The Association ended up choosing the design 
created by Warren H. 
Milner of Seattle, who 
also designed Joseph 
A. Russell’s home 
at 1973 Robson 
Street. Asa E. White 
of Seattle was one of 
the builders.

Vancouver Horse 
Show, Official 
Program, 1908

Display of Trophies, 
Vancouver Horse 

Show, 1908

Vancouver Horse 
Show logoP
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J. A. Russell home – 1373 Robson Street

Horse Show Building – BC Photo Card Co.
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The building later became an 
armoury for the Irish Fusiliers; it was 
called the Stanley Park Armouries. 
The building was still in use during the 
Second World War and throughout the 
1950s. 

In later years 
Morris Wagner owned 
the building and 
leased most of the 
building to the Irish 
Fusiliers. Mr. Wagner 
and his wife were 
killed in an automobile 

accident in Mexico City. The Toronto 
General Trust Corporation administered 
the Wagner Estate.

Thursday, March 17, 1960, 
was St. Patrick’s Day.  The Officers 
and men of the Irish Fusiliers held 
their weekly parade in the building 
and stayed later than usual because 
of the St. Patrick’s Day celebrations.

gone, as were band instruments 
and a silver shield that the regiment 
had won in a shooting competition 
with New Zealand in 1959.

By 2007, the Laguna Parkside 
apartment building was on the site; 
its street address is 1925 Alberni 
Street.  s

History is Ron Hyde’s passion. 
Before he retired, he worked for 
the Liquor Distribution Branch and 
wrote a Reflections column for their 
monthly newsletter. A member of the 
B.C. Historical Federation for 20 years, 
he has written several articles for their 
BC History magazine and was their 
newsletter Editor for 42 issues.

RESOURCES
Vancouver West End history
westendvancouver.wordpress.colm
Vancouver Public Library
Vancouver Archives 

Early in the morning 
of March 18, 1960, a fire 
broke out and destroyed 

the building within an hour. 
The firefighters were able 
to prevent the fire from 

spreading to surrounding 
buildings.  Stanley Park Armouries – 

City of Vancouver Archives – June 1928 
CVA 99-1681 5th Med Battery

Laguna Parkside Apartment

Drill Hall, Vancouver, BC

Early in the morning of March 18, 
1960, a fire broke out and destroyed 
the building within an hour. The 
firefighters were able to prevent the fire 
from spreading to surrounding buildings.  

The regimental museum’s display, 
which included regimental badges, 
swords, and headdresses, were all 

 LLP

1600 – 1095  West Pender Street  
Vancouver, BC  V6E 2M6

 Phone:  (604) 689-3281   
 Fax:  (604) 685-6494

www.macfuj.com

Proud to be serving 
The Society, BC Notaries, 
and Their Clients with

•  Motor vehicle accident 
claims;

•  Real estate litigation;

•  Probate of estates;

•  Estate litigation;

•  Contract disputes.

QUANG T. 
DUONG

BRIAN C. 
POSTON

MACKENZIE FUJISAWA LLP
BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS
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There are many obstacles 
to accessing justice. 
Cost is often cited 

as the primary obstacle. 

The challenge for a lot of people 
is they assume the cost of consulting 
a lawyer will be unaffordable and they 
try to get other professions to provide 
quasi-legal advice.  

The perception that lawyers are 
combative and create unnecessary 
conflict is also cited as a reason not 
to get a lawyer. While there are some 
lawyers who behave consistently 
with this perception, the stereotype 
comes more from fictional portrayals 
of lawyers than personal experience. 
Lawyers are trained in managing the 
adversarial process, but that does 
not mean lawyers are not adept at 
compromise and conciliation as well.

In general, BC Notaries are most 
people’s first contact with a legal 
professional when buying a house or 
preparing a Will. Notaries are trusted 
and do not suffer from the same 
negative stereotyping associated with 
lawyers. That places Notaries in a 
unique position to improve access 
to justice by advising clients of the 
benefits of Legal Coaching and Limited 
Scope Retainers (LSR).

Both Legal Coaching and LSRs 
are based upon the idea that legal 
services can be unbundled and clients 
can decide which services they need 
and what they can do for themselves. 
Inherent in unbundled services is 
that the client has a tight control over 
process and costs. 

or increased liability, many younger 
lawyers are embracing the approach. 

How Does Legal Coaching Work?
Different lawyers have different 
approaches to coaching. Fundamental 
to the process is that the client always 
maintains control of the matter. Legal 
Coaching focuses on self-represented 
clients and can be defined as Legal 
Coaching, client-driven, and generally 
ongoing. The legal coach acts as a 
consultant when the client needs help. 
Legal coaching includes  

 •  providing on-call legal advice;

 •  drafting Court documents, 
pleadings, and ghost-writing 
correspondence;

 •  analyzing questions of law and 
providing legal research;

 •  referring clients to other resources 
like websites and free services like 
the Justice Access Centre;

 •  developing negotiating strategies, 
preparing settlement briefs or 
offers to settle; 

 •  preparing clients to attend 
alternative dispute-resolution 
processes like mediation. 
Helping them understand the 
process and ensuring that 
their consent to the process 
is informed;

 •  reviewing and preparing 
documents filed in Court, 
including Court Orders;

 •  preparing clients to represent 
themselves in Court by ensuring 
timelines and procedural 
requirements are met, explaining 

While many lawyers are still 
married to the billable hour, and 
their rates continue to rise, a 
growing number of lawyers are 
offering legal coaching, LSR, and 
flat-fee services. Lawyers and law 
societies have responded to the 
need to enhance access to justice 
by developing policies that are geared 
to reduce conflict and make legal 
services more affordable. 

Improving Access to Justice 
through Unbundling 

of Legal Services 

Notaries are trusted and 
do not suffer from the 

same negative stereotyping 
associated with lawyers.

LEGAL COACHING

Michael Butterfield

Legal Coaching is a type 
of unbundled service where a lawyer-
coach works in partnership with the 
client to offer behind-the-scenes 
guidance—procedural, substantive, 
and cultural—providing a self-
represented litigant with the strategies, 
knowledge, and tools needed to 
advance their case as effectively as 
possible in the absence of counsel.1

For the last decade, lawyers in 
BC have been required to advise 
clients of alternative dispute resolution 
options like mediation and conciliation. 
In 2013, the Law Society of British 
Columbia (LSBC) specifically 
authorized the practice of LSR, or 
unbundled legal services. At that time, 
the LSBC recognized them as a crucial 
part of enhancing access to justice. 

While many lawyers are concerned 
that unbundling legal services will 
result in a reduction in service quality 
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how the Courtroom will work, 
and how to present themselves 
to the adjudicator;

 •  the lawyer will not go to Court, 
but will advise the client on the 
law, process, and strategy required 
to resolve their matter. 

Legal coaching can be on a 
subscription basis where a client 
buys a certain number of hours per 
month, a per-question rate, or hourly 
rate. Often coaches have an ongoing 
contract with the client.

Many clients will happily pay $600 
to $800 for 1 to 2 hours of a lawyer’s 
time to properly understand his or her 
rights and obligations, while shying 
away from paying a $3000 to $5000 
retainer. That is especially true when 
clients recognize that, by getting legal 
advice early in a conflict, it will make 
a negotiated resolution more likely. 

Final Thoughts
By encouraging the parties to obtain 
legal advice, and explaining the option 
of LSR, BC Notaries can enhance their 
role to ensure fairness. They can better 
prepare their clients for a meaningful 
process and increase the certainty 
of a final outcome. 

Finding an LSR practitioner is 
still challenging. There are still many 
lawyers who do not want to be involved 
in this approach. In BC we have the 
following resources.

 •  The Family Unbundled Legal 
Services Roster (Family Roster). 
Their website is unbundling.ca. 

 •  The Canadian Bar Association 
has a dedicated Unbundled Legal 
Services feature that has more than 
100 members ranging across most 
areas of law.

 •  Vancouver Island Mediation is 
currently developing a Civil Roster 
to complement the Family Roster. 
Such a Roster should ideally be 
open to Notaries to join.  s

Michael Butterfield is a lawyer, 
mediator, and arbitrator based in 
Victoria, BC. His main practice is in 
Family, Elder, Estate, and Strata dispute 
resolution. 

A founding member of the Unbundled 
Law Section of the Canadian Bar 
Association – BC (CBABC) and a former 
Chair of the CBABC Alternative Dispute 
Resolution (ADR) Section, he welcomes 
positive and negative feedback.

1   Definition provided by Nikki Gershbain, M.A., 
LL.B. National Director, Pro Bono Students 
Canada (on leave); Research Fellow, National 
Self-Represented Litigants Project, University 
of Windsor, Faculty of Law 

How does a Limited Scope 
Retainer Work?
An LSR differs from coaching, as 
the lawyer’s role tends to be more 
clearly defined and episodic. A client 
may come for an initial consultation, 
then hire the lawyer to do a specific 
task, like draft pleadings. The client 
may then disappear for 6 months 
and contact the lawyer only when 
the client has a specific task like 
attending, needing a lawyer to 
attend a Judicial Case Conference, 
or represent the client in settlement 
negotiations. In each case, the lawyer 
will have a separate LSR for the 
specified purpose.

LSR lawyers will attend Court 
for the clients on specific occasions, 
but often will not become counsel 
of record.

The traditional billable-hour model 
does not lend itself to predictability 
of costs for clients. LSR provides more 
predictability of cost and it is easier 
for clients to budget for legal fees. 

The traditional  
billable-hour model 
does not lend itself 

to predictability of costs 
for clients. LSR provides 

more predictability 
of cost and it is easier 
for clients to budget 

for legal fees. 
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Trevor Todd

WILLS AND ESTATES

One of the most common 
enquiries in estate 
litigation relates to the 

beneficiaries’ dissatisfaction 
with the named executor/
trustee and their intention 
to either pass over or remove 
him or her.

Passing over or removing an 
executor/trustee is very often a 
difficult task to achieve as the law has 
been clear for many years that the 
deceased’s right to nominate his or her 
executor is not to be lightly interfered 
with: Re Wolfe (1957) 7 DLR (2d) 215 
at 219 (BCCA).

Passing over an executor utilizes 
essentially the same legal criteria 
as removing an executor except 
that a passing over occurs before 
the named executor starts to act 
in a representative capacity.

Section 158 of the Wills, Estates 
and Succession Act [SBC 2009] c. 13 
(“WESA”)
Section 158 is a new provision where 
persons interested in the estate, 
including beneficiaries, intestate heirs, 
creditors, and co-executors can apply 
to remove or pass over a person entitled 
to be the personal representative.

It must be noted that removal 
as a personal representative does 

 a)  refusal to accept the office of or 
to act as personal representative 
without renouncing the office;

 b)  is incapable of managing his 
or her own affairs;

 c)  purports to resign from the office 
of personal representative;

 d)  being a Corporation, is dissolved 
during liquidation;

 e)  has been convicted of an offence 
involving dishonesty;

 i)  is an undischarged bankrupt

 f)  is 

  i)  unable to make the decisions 
necessary to discharge 
the office of personal 
representative;

  ii) not responsive, or 

  iii)   otherwise unwilling or unable 
to or unreasonably refuses 
to carry out the duties of a 
personal representative.

The aforesaid criteria must show 
that the personal representative is 
hampering the efficient administration 
of the estate, or a person granted 
power over financial affairs under the 
Patients Property Act (RSBC 1996) 
c.349.

Section 159 WESA 
Section 159 of WESA is also a new 
provision that states that if the Court 
discharges or removes a personal 
representative, the Court must appoint 

not remove the person as a trustee, 
as the latter must be done under the 
Trustee Act. Whereas most personal 
representatives are named as the 
executor and trustee of the will, (or 
are Court- appointed administrators), 
there is a distinction between the 
two roles of executor and trustee that 
can become important when applying 
to pass over or remove a personal 
representative, such as an executor.

A person having an interest 
in an estate may apply to 

the Court to remove or pass 
over a person otherwise 

entitled to be or to become 
a personal representative.

Section 158(1) defines pass 
over to mean grant of probate or 
administration to a person who has 
less priority than another person to 
become a personal representative.

A person having an interest 
in an estate may apply to the Court 
to remove or pass over a person 
otherwise entitled to be or to become 
a personal representative.

Section 158(3) codified some 
of the common law decisions by 
setting out some of the criteria that 
the Court may consider in adjudicating 
an application to either pass over or 
remove a personal representative such 
as the named executor as follows:
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another person who consents to act as 
the substitute personal representative, 
unless the administration of the estate 
is completed or the Court does not 
consider it necessary that a new 
appointment be made.

Cases Involving Passing Over
In Re. Thomasson Estate, 2011 BCSC 
481, the Court passed over the named 
executor by reason of personal conflict 
of interest.

The Court stated that the 
application was not to remove the 
executor but simply to pass over him 
so that an enquiry can be undertaken 
of the transfer of the property to him 
and his wife by the deceased in 2006, 
and a determination can be made 
if any further actions need be taken 
in regards to the property. 

There was a perceived conflict 
of interest between the named 
executor in his role as an executor and 
his interest in his personal capacity 
regarding the property transfer that 
was being challenged and he was 
passed over.

In Re. Haggerty Estate 21 WWR 
85 BCCA, a grant was refused where 
the named executor had within the 
last year been convicted of a crime 
involving misappropriation of estate 
funds. 

The Court stated that while a 
testator’s choice of executor should 
not be lightly interfered with, this 
was a proper case where discretion 
should be exercised by refusing 
the grant to the named executor. 
The Court discussed a long line of 
authorities that state that evidence of 
bad character alone is not a sufficient 
ground for refusing a grant.

However, in Re. Oughton, 
40 ETR 296, Oughton, a notorious 
sex offender who was sentenced to 
an indeterminate sentence was not 
passed over as executor on the basis 
that his circumstances were not 
sufficient to justify passing him over.

In Stadelmier v. Hoffman 25 
ETR 174, however, the Court passed 
over 1 of 4 named executors where 
the other 3 intended to bring action 
against the fourth on the basis of 

undue influence with respect to some 
large inter vivos gifts. The Court 
exercised its discretion to pass over 
due to the position of actual conflict 
that the fourth executor was in. He 
could not in his capacity of executor 
attack the gift to himself, while at the 
same time, maintain in his personal 
capacity that the gifts were proper.

Removal of an Executor/Trustee
Courts are hesitant to interfere with 
the testator’s right to nominate his 
or her executor.

The Court does, however, have both 
a statutory power under section 31 of 
the Trustee Act, RSBC 1996, c. 464, 
and an inherent power to remove 
or pass over a trustee or executor: 
Mardesic v. Vukovich Estate (1988), 
30 BCLR (2d) 170 (BCSC); Seaton 
Estate, Re, 2003 BCCA 555 (BCCA).

In fact, in Crawford v. Jardine 
(1997) OJ No. 5041 at para. 18, 
the Court stated that removal 
of an estate trustee should only occur 
on the clearest of evidence that there 
is no other course to follow. The Court 
further stated that it is not every 
mistake or neglect of duty on the 
part of the trustees that will lead to 
the removal. It must be shown by the 
applicant that the non-removal of the 
trustee will likely prevent the trust 
from being properly executed.

Section 31 of the Trustee Act 
(RSBC 1996) c. 464
If it is expedient to appoint a new 
trustee and it is found inexpedient, 
difficult, or impracticable to do so 
without the assistance of the Court, 
it is lawful for the Court to make an 
order appointing a new trustee or 
trustees, whether there is an existing 
trustee or not at the time of making 
the order, and either in substitution for 
or in addition to any existing trustees.

In Mardesic the Court removed the 
trustee because he was in a conflict 
of interest with the interests of all 
the beneficiaries of the estate, noting 
that section 31 conferred a very broad 
power on the Court.

The test for removal of an 
executrix or trustee is set out in 
Conroy v. Stokes, [1952] 4 DLR 124 
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(BCCA), where the Court confirmed 
at pp. 126-127 that the main test for 
removal of a trustee is the welfare of 
the beneficiaries. 

It is somewhat trite law that the 
Court’s main guide in deciding to 
remove an executor or trustee should 
be the welfare of the beneficiaries: 
Letterstedt v. Broers (1884) 9 App. 
Cas. 371.

The sanction of removal of an 
executor or trustee is not intended to 
punish the executor or trustee for past 
welfare of the beneficiaries, but instead 
is to protect the assets of the trust 
and the interests of the beneficiaries. 
However, past misconduct that is likely 
to continue will often be sufficient to 
justify removal.

In Dirnbeger Estate (2016) 
BCSC 439, the Court considered 
an application for removal and 
replacement of an executor. The 
executor had in fact retained 
numerous professionals to assist, but 
eventually dismissed each one due to 
his inability to maintain a professional 

relationship with them. After 4 years, 
the estate remained undistributed.

The Court, citing Conroy v. Stokes 
(1952) 4 DLR 124, set out the four 
categories of conduct on the part of 
an executor or trustee that warrant 
removal:

 1.  endangerment of the trust property;

 2.  want of honesty;

 3.  want of proper capacity to execute 
duties; and 

 4. want of reasonable fidelity.

The Court removed the trustee 
due to his inability to discharge his 
duties after 4 years, and to maintain 
relationships with trustees, as well as 

his unaccountable hostility toward a 
sibling who was a beneficiary and an 
alternate executor.

Conclusion
The Courts are most reluctant to 
interfere with the deceased’s right to 
nominate his or her executor/trustee, 
and it is only the most egregious 
conduct, that harms or potentially 
harms the best interests of the 
beneficiaries, that will prompt the 
Court to pass over, or alternatively, 
remove an executor or trustee and 
substitute another.

Each case is very fact-specific 
and most applications to remove an 
executor are vigorously contested as 
there are often great personal conflicts 
between the beneficiaries and the 
named executor/trustee. Emotional 
conflict is not a major factor in the 
Court’s decision as to whether to pass 
over or remove an executor/trustee and 
substitute another.  s

Trevor Todd restricts his practice 
to estate litigation. He has practised 
law in Vancouver for 46 years.

Each case is very fact-specific 
and most applications to 
remove an executor are 

vigorously contested as there 
are often great personal 

conflicts…
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As most practitioners 
will be aware, federal 
legislation in the form 

of amendments to the Criminal 
Code of Canada (i.e., the 
Medical Assistance in Dying 
Act, S.C. 2016 c.3) that allow the 
provision of medical assistance 
in dying (MAiD) has been in 
place in Canada since 2016. 

The procedure has been used 
across the country. In the period up 
to November 1, 2019, at least 6749 
adult Canadians have chosen that way 
to end their lives. In the vast majority 
of cases, assistance has been provided 
by physicians and (to a lesser extent) 
nurse practitioners, with a 
minimal number of (permissible) 
self-administered deaths using 
prescribed medications. 

There has been a steady rise 
in MAiD deaths as a percentage of 
all deaths in the country but British 
Columbia stands out as the province 
with the highest percentage of such 
deaths each year. By 2018, the B.C. 
percentage of such deaths stood at 
nearly 2.5 percent compared with 
the national average of 1.5 percent. 

The age range of participants 
was 56 to 90 years (the average age 
was 72), and they were almost evenly 

for health care and personal care 
decision-making. It is highly likely that 
the latter instrument will be favoured 
by those making advance requests in 
the Province because of the numerous 
safeguards built into the legislation 
and the widespread popularity among 
users and both medical and legal 
practitioners.

This issue of advance requests 
(not to be confused with advance 
directives) has been addressed by 
the federal government that, wisely, 
commissioned the independent 
Council of Canadian Academies 
to create expert panels to examine 
and provide reports (but not 
recommendations) in three important 
and controversial areas: 

 •  whether MAiD should be available 
to “mature minors”; 

 • 	the situation affecting individuals 
who are suffering from mental 
disorders who seek MAiD; and 

 • 	the issue of advance requests, 
especially in the case of mentally 
competent adults in the early 
stages of, for example, neuro-
degenerative disorders such as 
Alzheimer disease or Amyotrophic 
Lateral Sclerosis. 

The commissioned work was 
completed, the required reports were 
submitted to the federal government 
at the end of 2018, and the hope was 
that those (and other) issues would be 
addressed as part of the mandatory 

split along gender lines (51 percent 
were men). Cancer-related illnesses 
were the most frequent reason for 
seeking MAiD but some participants 
had neuro-degenerative disorders 
(e.g., Alzheimer disease) and some 
were suffering from severe circulatory/
respiratory conditions. 

Medical Assistance in Dying 
(MAiD): An Update 

There has been a steady 
rise in MAiD deaths as a 
percentage of all deaths 
in the country but British 

Columbia stands out as the 
province with the highest 
percentage of such deaths 

each year.

So far, the impact on Notarial 
practice does not appear to have been 
great but this will change dramatically 
if the federal government moves to 
legislate in favour of what are referred 
to as “advance requests,” and the 
provinces and territories follow suit 
with local changes to the legislation 
governing advance health care 
directives and equivalent planning 
documents. 

As readers will be aware, in B.C. 
this is a reference to the provincial 
health care consent, etc., legislation, 
and probably more important, the 
legislation governing the creation and 
use of Representation Agreements 

MAID

Dr. Robert M. Gordon
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review of MAiD in the Spring of 2020. 
No one anticipated the impact of 
the COVID-19 pandemic that has 
frustrated a number of legislative and 
policy initiatives at both the provincial 
and the federal levels.

At the time of writing (August 
2020), the MAiD review appears 
to be at a standstill, hopefully only 
temporarily. 

When the review restarts, it is 
highly likely that advance requests 
will be a priority item (because of the 
apparent popularity of the option) and 
that there will be a fusion of existing 
provincial personal-planning legislation 
with the new federal provisions 
governing MAiD. 

In B.C. that will not be as simple 
as adding MAiD provisions to existing 
statutes such as the Representation 
Agreement Act. The federal legislation 
requires that a person seeking MAiD 
be an adult, i.e., at least 18 years of 
age. The relevant provincial legislation 
in B.C. (and some other jurisdictions) 
sets the age of adulthood at 19 and 
that affects both Representation 
Agreements and health care directives. 
The B.C. provincial legislation sets 
out a rebuttable presumption of 
capacity (or capability) in the case of 
adults (i.e., those who are 19 or older) 
and may require qualification in the 
case of MAiD applications to ensure 
appropriate protections for adults with 
diminished capacity. 

Similarly, the existing statutory 
test of incapacity (incapability) 
in health care matters and the 
procedure for assessing incapacity will 
undoubtedly have to change, in as yet 
unknown ways. That may involve a 
new test of capacity (as opposed 
to incapacity) specifically for MAiD 
applicants.

A second noteworthy change to 
the federal legislation is currently on 
the table in the House of Commons 
in the form of Bill C-7. The Bill 
ground to a halt following the First 
Reading stage at the beginning of 
the COVID pandemic and it could die 
completely with the recent prorogation 
of Parliament. While less impactful 
for Notaries, when compared with 

the issue of advance requests, the 
Bill (if it survives in its current form) 
clarifies, in part, the definition of those 
who are eligible for MAiD. It does 
so by addressing the vexed issue of 
the “reasonable foreseeability” of 
natural death, a criterion that must be 
satisfied before MAiD can be provided 
(see, section 241.2 of the Criminal 
Code in particular). 

 • 	they must give informed consent; 
and 

 • 	they must have a grievous and 
irremediable medical condition 
(section 241.1). 

Applicants for MAiD are deemed to 
have such a medical condition if they 
can satisfy four criteria: 

 • 	the condition is serious and 
incurable; 

 • 	their condition is in an advanced 
state of irreversible decline; 

 • 	they are experiencing enduring 
physical or psychological suffering 
intolerable to them that cannot 
be relieved in a manner acceptable 
to them; and

 • 	their natural death has become 
reasonably foreseeable, taking 
into account all of their medical 
circumstances but without a 
prognosis necessarily having been 
made as to the specific length 
of time the adult has remaining 
(section 241.2).

In a nutshell, the Bill proposes a new 
two-tier system with associated 
procedures; 

 • 	one that affects those for whom 
death is reasonably foreseeable;

 •  the other for whom death is not 
reasonably foreseeable. 

The first system is a simplified 
version of the current procedure; 
the second is not, and reflects the 
federal government’s attempt to 
ensure appropriate safeguards are in 
place especially to protect adults with 
disabilities. 

At the same time, the legislation 
tries to balance safeguards with 
improved access. For example, in 
cases where death is reasonably 
foreseeable, a final consent to MAiD 
will not be required if the adult could 
lose the capacity to make decisions 
before MAiD can be provided. 

Significantly, the Bill blocks 
eligibility in the case of those who 
suffer from mental disorders that, 
as discussed above, is 1 of the 3 
controversial issues studied in depth 
by expert panels assembled by the 
Council of Canadian Academies. 

In 2019, the provision was 
deemed to be unconstitutional by the 
Quebec Superior Court in Truchon and 
Gladu v. the Attorney General [Canada] 
and the Attorney General [Quebec] 
2019 QCCS 3792 and the Court has 
ordered both Governments to change 
their offending legislation initially by 
March 2020, then (because of the 
COVID pandemic) by July 2020, and 
most recently by December 18, 2020. 
The Court held that the provisions 
violated sections 7 (life, liberty, 
and security of the person) and 15 
(equality) of the Charter and could not 
be justified under section 1. Bill C-7 
is the federal government’s attempt to 
satisfy the Quebec Superior Court’s 
requirements. 

Bill C-7 is far from straightforward 
and, if the First Reading exchanges are 
an indication of what is to come, there 
is likely to be a heated and protracted 
debate when Parliament resumes in 
full.

Just to remind readers, adults 
can receive MAiD if they satisfy 
five criteria: 

 • 	they must be eligible for health 
care services in Canada; 

 • 	they must be at least 18 and 
capable of making health care 
decisions; 

 • 	their request for MAiD must 
be voluntary; 

No one anticipated 
the impact of the COVID-19 

pandemic that has frustrated 
a number of legislative 
and policy initiatives 
at both the provincial 
and the federal levels.
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Whether that is to be read as an early 
[and perhaps premature] dismissal of 
this potential category of MAiD users, 
remains to be seen.

Clearly, medical assistance in 
dying is an extremely active area 
of Canadian law and practice. 
Practitioners are likely to benefit 
significantly from a relatively close 
monitoring of developments, especially 
with respect to advance requests and 
especially over the next 12 months.

Further Reading
Council of Canadian Academies, 
2018, Medical Assistance in Dying: 
The State of Knowledge on Medically 
Assistance in Dying for Mature Minors, 
Advance Requests, and Where a 
Mental Disorder is the Sole Underlying 
Medical Condition. Council of 
Canadian Academies. Ottawa.

Gordon, R.M. 2020. The Annotated 
British Columbia Incapacity Planning, 
Adult Guardianship, Medically Assisted 
Dying, and Related Legislation. 
Toronto, Thomson Reuters; especially 
Chapter 4.

It is also helpful to monitor the online 
journal “Policy Options” for the work 
of Professor Jocelyn Downie from the 
Health Law Institute at Dalhousie Law 
School, and especially the related 
end of life project (see, eol.law.dal.ca).

Practitioners should also be aware 
of the information about MAiD 
procedures in B.C. that is available 
on the provincial Ministry of Health 
website.  s

Dr. Robert M. Gordon is a Professor 
in the School of Criminology, 
Simon Fraser University.

Practitioners are 
likely to benefit 

significantly from a 
relatively close monitoring 

of developments, 
especially with respect 

to advance requests 
and especially over 
the next 12 months.
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In February, I was thrilled 
to join the Real Estate 
Foundation of BC as the new 

Chief Executive Officer, filling 
the shoes of Jack Wong who 
retired in March. 

and Gustavo the dog. I’ve been proud 
to serve as a Trustee on our Board 
of Education, including 2 years as 
Chair. I’ve also enjoyed helping coach 
soccer and host an annual Apple Press 
Fest that brings hundreds of people 
together to crush apples, make juice, 
and meet their neighbours.

My work, education, and 
life experiences help inform my 
understanding of place and people, 
land use and real estate practices, 
and the ways those interests intersect 
and overlap. 

At REFBC, our Staff and Governors 
have been keen to strengthen our 
commitments to reconciliation and 
social justice and to recognize the 
importance of addressing systemic 
racism experienced by indigenous, 
black, and people of colour. 

As with most organizations 
during this time, we’ve had to adapt 
to changing operational and financial 
realities. We’ve had to think and act 
differently to support our community 
partners and sustain their work 
through these tough times. We’ve also 
been given fresh light on the resilience 
of communities, the unequal load 
carried by some, and the resonance 
of opportunities that create a more 
fair, just, and sustainable future.

Having spent most of my career 
closely connected to charitable giving 
(and the importance of Wills and 
estate planning), it’s great to see the 
focus in this issue of The Scrivener! 

I love doing work that helps build 
healthy, sustainable, and socially just 
communities. Many of the challenges 
we face as a society—from Indigenous 
rights to climate change to economic 
and social inequality—are rooted in 
relationships between people and land. 
One of the main draws to joining the 
Foundation was its focus on land use 
and real estate practices and the many 
ways those practices intersect with 
equity, sustainability, and inclusion.

Mark Gifford,  
Chief Executive Officer

Real Estate Foundation of BC

My work, education, and 
life experiences help inform 
my understanding of place 
and people, land use and 
real estate practices, and 
the ways those interests 
intersect and overlap. 

After nearly a decade of studying 
and working in the United States, 
I came home for an opportunity with 
Vancouver Foundation. There I led a 
range of grantmaking and community 
leadership portfolios, with a focus on 
environmental sustainability and youth 
engagement. I’m proud of our Youth 
Philanthropy Council, Youth Vital Signs, 
Fresh Voices, and Youth Homelessness/
Fostering Change Initiatives, all 
examples of young people bringing their 
experience and voice to changing the 
systems that shaped their lives. 

Home is in New Westminster with 
my better half, my 11-year-old son, 

GETTING TO KNOW THE CEO

Mark Gifford
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Mark Gifford and former CEO Jack Wong

Yes, despite a couple of 
coronavirus curve balls, I’m thrilled 
to be here! I feel very fortunate to 
be able to join an organization with 
such an incredible Staff and Board, 
a provincial scope, a critical and 
unique mandate, and a broad network 
of non-profit, academic, industry, and 
government partners.
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The Real Estate Foundation of BC
The Real Estate Foundation of BC (REFBC) works to advance sustainable land 
use and real estate practices in British Columbia. To do this, REFBC makes grants 
to non-profits, connects people and teams across different sectors, and leads 
on projects that fill gaps in research and collaboration.

REFBC was created in 1985, through an Act of legislation, and began 
making grants in 1988. Since then, REFBC’s Board of Governors has approved 
more than $90 million in grants for projects in communities across BC.

Grantmaking
REFBC’s grants support the applied research, education, and policy analysis 
needed to advance sustainable practices in five areas.

 • Land use
 • Built environments
 • Fresh water
 • Food lands
 • Real estate profession

REFBC grants are open to any non-profit or social enterprise working 
on projects related to land use or real estate in British Columbia. Eligible 
organizations include charities, NGOs, trade associations, universities and 
colleges, First Nations, local governments, and community contribution 
companies. 

A share of REFBC’s grants budget is set aside for projects led by non-
profits that are part of BC’s real estate community. Those grants help fund 
professional development programs, industry research, consumer education 
campaigns, and other projects that benefit the public.

Revenue
When a property is sold in British Columbia, buyers may put down a portion 
of the sale price as a deposit that a real estate broker, BC Notary, or lawyer 
will hold in trust until the sale closes. Those deposits are often held in pooled 
accounts that earn small amounts of interest. 

Under the Real Estate Services Act, interest earned on pooled real estate 
trust accounts is remitted to the Real Estate Foundation. The Foundation uses 
the money to support projects that strengthen communities, protect land and 
water, and help real estate professionals serve the public. In turn, the projects 
make British Columbia a better place to live, work, and invest.

The Notary Foundation of BC and the Law Foundation of BC have similar 
revenue models. 

For more information about REFBC’s work, visit refbc.com. 

There has never been a better 
time to help people with means 
understand the importance of giving 
generously, without restrictions 

 •  to small and medium-sized 
organizations whose Staff and 
Board reflect the communities 
they serve; 

 • to beyond giving to direct service; 

 •  to consider the importance of 
supporting non-profits with their 

general operating costs and ability 
to help research, advocate, and 
engage in the shaping of public 
policy. 

For those individuals who may 
be thinking about a planned or estate 
gift, I encourage you to connect with 
the top-notch, charitable expertise 
available through Vancouver Foundation 
or your local community foundation. 

With partners like them, we can 
live, and give, generously.  s 

Who Will See 
Your Ad 

in The Scrivener?
 BC Notaries 
 Lawyers 
 Land Surveyors of BC 
 Real Estate Professionals 
  Real Estate Boards 

and Associations
 Age-Friendly Designates
 MLAs and MPs in BC
  Life Insurance Brokers 

and Agents
 Accountants 
  Managers of Financial 

Institutions 
  Investment Management 

Agencies
  Provincial and Federal 

Court Judges 
 Registrars 
 Mayors 
 Government Ministries
  Libraries: Public and Private, 

including Law Society, Legal 
Services, Education Facilities 

 Chambers of Commerce 
 BC Housing 
 BC Assessment 
  Ministry of Citizens’ Services: 

Real Property Division 

Winter  
Advertising   

Space Deadline 
November 10, 

2020

scrivener@bcnotaryassociation.ca
www.bcnotaryassociation.ca
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Akash Sablok

TECHNOLOGY

Sunday morning, 
14 degrees, mostly sunny. 
It was a good day for 

a bike ride. 

Usually, when you map a route, 
you look for the shortest distance. 
A few weeks ago, the Stromer ST3 
arrived and I now search for the 
longest routes possible.

After a 19-kilometre ride, 
I reached Stanley Park. 

 • Battery-level  90%

 • Human-level  100%

 •  22 kilometres later and 
I am at Horseshoe Bay. 

 • Battery-level  78%

 • Human-level  90%

I hopped onto the ferry and 
reached Bowen Island where I cycled 
the trails. After 85.49 kilometres of 
paved roads, steep hills, bridges, and 
gravel trails, I reached home again.  

 • Battery-level  40%

 • Human-level  100% 

with a dim and bright setting, and 
a front flap on the stem that houses 
a USB port to charge your cell phone. 
A phone holder built into the stem 
requires some assembly. The ST3 has 
long-distance capabilities and equips 
the ST3 with a decent rear carrier. 
The carrier is rated for 22.5 kilograms, 
fine for lightweight bike travel. 

Just below the stem and on the 
top tube—that you can order as the 
standard straight tube “Sport” or a 
sloping “Comfort” tube—there is 
a well-placed touch-screen display. 
There you can see your speed, power 
level, battery remaining, and more. 

The ST3 is an S-pedelec, 
rear-hub motor commuter-travel eBike 
from the Swiss company Stromer. 
A keyless bike with GPS tracking 
that encourages you to leave the car 
at home. 

Riding at its top speed of 
45 kilometres in Stanley Park can get 
you a ticket. Sorry, Officer, I did not 
know I was pedalling that fast.

Stromer ST3:  Stromer ST3:  
Electric Hybrid BikeElectric Hybrid Bike

Riding at its top speed 
of 45 kilometres in Stanley 
Park can get you a ticket.

Most eBikes are a combination of 
components assembled from various 
companies. That allows a company to 
offer many variations of their models. 
It’s great for a seasoned rider who 
has enough experience to choose his 
or her bike. But for someone like me, 
Stromer has done the homework. 

The ST3 is a very well-built bike 
that concentrates on function and 
minimum design. It has very few 
exposed wires, a powerful headlight 

Photo: Arjun Sablok
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If you go further into the menus, 
you can configure the bike and see 
even more detailed stats. 

The battery is electronically 
unlocked from the touch screen. 
The strength of the battery surprised 
me. I have opted for the 983-Wh 
battery that charges completely in 
just under 6 hours. A lighter 814-Wh 
battery option is available. 

Every battery that ships with 
the Stromer is charged by solar-
derived energy at Oberwangen, their 
headquarters near Bern. On two 
occasions I did notice the power would 
come and go. I believe that perhaps 
moisture or dust built up on the 
connectors, but it was resolved fairly 
quickly. It was a simple fix to remove 
the battery and put it back in. 

Sometimes on Level 2, when 
I whiz by all those people who are 
working very hard to climb a hill, I say 
in my head, “I might be in the lead 
now, but you will win in the long run!”

The ST3 has 27.5" Pirelli tires 
that are very smooth when riding on 
a tarmac road, but because of the 
aluminum forks, you will feel the 
bumps and speed breakers. It can 
handle gravel trails, but only those that 
don’t have potholes or fallen branches. 

The ST3 does offer a front-
only suspension but even with that 
option, it would not be my choice for 
adventurous mountain biking. I would 
suggest putting a suspension seat 
post and a comfortable saddle that’s 
been fitted properly—a less expensive 
option than the front forks. 

The bike has many security 
features. The rear wheel can be 
locked from the App (iOS or Android) 
or the screen on the bike. You can 
unlock it with a PIN or with the App. 
The App also allows you to remotely 
lock or unlock it, see stats, and check 
battery health. 

Since a cellular connection is 
built-in, it can contact you if it’s 
moved, auto-lock the wheel, and help 
you find it. Stromer includes lifetime 
connectivity with your purchase.

The ST3 starts conversations and, 
during the Pandemic, it’s tough to 
stop people wanting to touch the bike. 
There’s usually someone admiring the 
bike and I am asked a ton of questions 
as I come out of the coffee shop 
with my coffee. A long Q & A usually 
follows and many people have offered 
to buy me coffee.

The ST3 has made me reconsider 
my travel options and, besides helping 
me plan new adventures, it is my 
preferred choice for a trip to the office, 
grocery store, lunch, or coffee.

My Tesla Model 3 has been put 
on hold.

www.stromerbike.com/en 
MSRP: $9099  s
Akash Sablok is now a Life Member 
of the Board of Directors. He served 
as President of The Society from  
2013 to 2015 and Chair of The Notary 
Foundation from 2015 to 2017.

The ST3 offers three levels of assist. 

 •  I find myself rarely going to 
Level 3. 

 •  Levels 1 and 3 are pre-set 
from the factory and cannot be 
adjusted. 

 •  Level 2 is your option to customize 
using Stromer’s proprietary App. 

 •  You can either increase or reduce 
power and torque or have a 
combination of both. There’s 
also a snow mode that lets you 
increase traction.

The assist is quite subtle at first; 
it doesn’t feel like you’re going to 
be able to push this thing easily to 
its top speed but when the torque 
sensor feels you push harder, the 
bike accelerates and you feel you are 
pedalling a Tesla. 

The ST3 has made 
me reconsider 

my travel options…
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Ingredients
 •  1 package of extra-firm tofu
 • 4 florets of broccoli
 •  1 medium carrot
 •  ½ cucumber
 •  1 cup of white basmati rice plus 

2 cups of water + splash of oil

Peanut Sauce
 •  6 Tbsp of peanut butter
 •  2 cloves of garlic, minced
 •  1 inch of ginger, grated
 •  1 lime (or 2 Tbsp lime juice)
 •  1 Tbsp of tamari or soy sauce
 •  1 tsp of coconut sugar
 •  ½ tsp of red pepper flakes
 •  ¼ cup water

Toppings
 •  ¼ cup of roasted peanuts
 •  2 Tbsp of sesame seeds

Directions
 1.  Prep the veggies! 

Chop the broccoli into small 
pieces. Peel the carrot and use 
a cheese grater to shred. Cut the 
cucumber into very thin slices. 
Set all the veggies aside for now.

 2.  Add the rice, water, and oil 
to a medium pot; cover and cook 
on medium heat until fluffy.

 3.  While the rice is cooking, take 
the tofu out of the package 
and give it a minute of careful 
squeezing to get out most of the 
water. Cut into ½" cubes.

Tofu and Broccoli Bowl Tofu and Broccoli Bowl 
with Peanut Saucewith Peanut Sauce

ORIGINAL RECIPE

Stephanie 
Butler

 4.  “Dry fry” the tofu in a non-stick 
skillet over medium heat until 
golden brown. Use a spatula to 
press the tofu down into the pan. 
The tofu will make a squealing 
sound as the steam escapes.

 5.  Once the tofu is ready, set the 
cooked cubes aside in a small 
bowl and add the broccoli 
and a few splashes of water 
to the hot skillet. 

 6.  By now, the rice should be ready; 
take it off the heat and give it 
a stir.

 7.  While the broccoli is steaming 
in the skillet, prepare the sauce. 
Add ingredients to a small pot and 
whisk together over medium heat 
until the sauce thickens (about 
2 or 3 minutes). If you like it 
hot, add a few dashes of cayenne 
pepper. 

 8.  Once the sauce and broccoli 
are ready, you can assemble 
your bowls! Start with rice at 
the bottom and add dry-fried 
tofu, steamed broccoli, shredded 
carrot, and sliced cucumber. 
Drizzle with peanut sauce and top 
with roasted peanuts and sesame 
seeds. 

Makes enough for four and packs up 
for an excellent lunch.  s

Stephanie Butler is Communications 
Manager at REFBC.

©iStockphoto.com/PixelsEffect

Monday Evenings,  
7 to 8 PM (Pacific)

For details, email 
westcoastreach@gmail.com

•	 	A	FREE	community	service	
.	.	.		no	singing	experience	
needed.

•	 	For	diverse	ages	and	abilities	
from	BC,	Canada,	and	beyond.

•	 	You	can	sing	along	or	just	
sit	back	and	enjoy	listening.

•	 	Songs	are	chosen	to	touch	
hearts	and	lift	our	spirits.

•	 	Each	week	also	focuses	on	
a	different	key	to	happiness.

•	 	Simply	connect	by	Zoom	
on	your	computer,	tablet,	
or	smartphone.

A special invitation…

Sing with Us 
from Home
and feel connected!

West Coast Reach Association
www.westcoastreach.org/

Celebrating inclusion and diversity 
through the performing arts
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I give to my community and
with Vancouver Foundation,
my giving lasts forever.

77 years ago, a single gift started  
Vancouver Foundation and that gift is still  
making a difference in the community today.

We can help you create a fund that gives forever. 
Get started at vancouverfoundation.ca/create or  
call Calvin at 604.629.5357

To find your local community foundation  visit communityfoundations.ca



YOUR TRUSTED PARTNER FOR TITLE INSURANCE
At Stewart Title, we take pride in working with Notaries.

Since our inception into the Canadian marketplace, we have partnered with Notaries to offer peace of mind 
to your clients and our policyholders. Our comprehensive title insurance coverage for buyers, owners and 
lenders is competitively priced and backed by solid underwriting expertise and claims paying ability.

We support your role in real estate transactions.

You understand the complexities of each transaction and are in the best position to advise clients and 
represent their interests. We understand the best ways to mitigate risk. Our team leverages a broad 
pool of knowledge to guide you through your transactions and keep them moving smoothly. 

One of the keystones to this partnership is our local Business Development Team.

Our team is available to answer questions about our products and coverage and to provide unique 
solutions for your more complex transactions. They support your practice by training new staff on 
procedures and best practices, providing in-office training on the ordering process or setting up and 
demonstrating our time-saving applications. They’ll also keep you up-to-date on new developments 
and provide materials to help educate your clients. 

Visit stewart.ca to learn more. 

Michelle Torrance
Vancouver - Lower Mainland
(604) 802-6027
mtorrance@stewart.com

Nicole McLellan
Vancouver Island
(250) 588-8996
nicole.mclellan@stewart.com

John Gellard
Vancouver
(604) 376-4709
john.gellard@stewart.com

Michelle Wells  
Tri-Cities, Fraser Valley
(604) 657-6730
michelle.wells@stewart.com

©2020 Stewart. All rights reserved.
03/20

STEWART TITLE’S BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT TEAM IN BC

Amanda Magee
Director, Business Development 
(604) 839-4471
amanda.magee@stewart.com

Jessica Orlowski
Okanagan
(250) 718-7611
jorlowski@stewart.com

Brett Horton
Counsel & Director,  
Commercial Business Development - BC
(604) 349-0845 
brett.horton@stewart.com
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